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Lesson Calendar 
The Gospel of the Kingdom (Studies in Matthew) 


. January 2.—The Child and the Kingdom. Matthew 18 : 1-14 

. . January 9.—Jesus Teaching Forgiveness 

f ‘Matthew 18 : 21-35 

. January 16.—Our All for the Kingdom . 
4 Matthew 19 : 16-30 
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+ 4. January 23.—Promotion in the Kingdom 

Fa Matthew 20 : 17-28 

ona © 5. January 30.—Jesus Greeted as King...Matthew 21 : 1-46 
+ 6. February 6—The Marriage Feast (May be used 
¥ with Missionary Applications) ..... Matthew 22: 1-14 
€ 7. February 13.—Lessons on Citizenship (May be used 

¢ with Temperance Applications.) ...Deuteron- 

t ) omy 8 : 6-11; Matthew 22: 15-22, 34-40 
iF ae &-February 20.—The Wise and the Foolish Virgins 

2 y Matthew 25 : 1-13 

B te 9. February 27.—Rewards of Faithfulness. Matthew 25 : 14-30 
{ 10. March 6.—Jesus Among His Friends ..Matthew 26: 1-13 


’ 


11. March 13.—The Lord’s Supper ......... Matthew 26 : 14-30 
12. March 20.—Jesus on the Cross........... Matthew 27 : 33-50 
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INCE the answering of advertising in The Sunday 
School Times is interesting so many. readers, it 

is not out of place to suggest that many of the read- 
ers are themselves advertisers who might make use 


a 


of the columns of the paper to good’ advantage for 

their announcements. The Sunday School Times 

reaches many business executives. Are they reach- 

ing their rightful constituency through The Sunday 
School Times ? 
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* My Grace Is Sufficient For Thee:” 
. By Ruth G. Robinson 


E CAME one day to my poer door, and knocked 
and called to me, 
‘* Beloved, let Me in, that I may sit and sup with thee.” 
Though I had nought to give Him, for my house and 
board were bare, 
§ My heart could not refuse his piea, nor keep him 
waiting there. 


And so I opened Him the door, and told my case, 
though loth, 

He smiled and answered lovingly, ‘I have enough for 
both.” : 

And from that blessed hour to this his friendship has 
not ceased ; 

Each day he sits and sups with me, but he provides 
the feast! 


Continuance 


Which is harder, to do a thing, or to keep on 
doing it? Almost any one can do a needed thing 
once. Some can do it several times. How many 
keep on in the doing as long as there is any need of 
continuance? The question answers itself, and sadly, 
i for us who are human. beings. And the question an- 

swers itself, gloriously, for our Lord and Saviour 
esus Christ. Said Dr. Smellie in a letter to the 
ditor, “Thanks to Him who makes and keeps us 
His own new creation.” If anything, God’s work 
through Jesus Christ in the believer is even more 
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When the Senior Deacon Took the Service. By Arthur e 





wonderful than God’s work ty og gon Christ for 
e believer. God’s continuing o is work of sal- 
vation is the glory of our salvation. “For if, while 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through 
the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, 
shall we be kept safe in his life,” as Bishop Moule ren- 
dered the passage in Romans 5:10, This is in an- 
swer to the prayer that our wonderful High Priest, 
Christ himself, prayed the night before his crucifixion, 
as he said, “Holy Father, keep them in thy name 
which thou hast te me” (John 17:11). Believing 
God’s.sufficiency through Christ, Paul cried exultantly 
“I know whom I have believed, and am persuade 
that he is able to keep that which I have, committed 
unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). And in 
the last book of the Bible before the Revelation that 
foretells so fully the return of our Lord for his 
own we have the Spirit-given ay eer | and praise: 
“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence_o 
his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God 
our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever. Amen” (Jude 24, 25). 
— 


=< 
Victcry Secrets 


God, not man, is the secret of victory. Man 
lost any power he had for victory when he set his 
will above God’s will, and dened. Thereafter any 
victory worthy of the name, that man might have, 
must be wrought for him and in him by God, for 
man was helpless to help himself. That God has 
done and is doing just this for us through Jesus 
Christ our only Saviour is the Gospel. Secrets of 
this God-given “victory ‘are found in the book of 
Psalms, as when we find the exultant word that 
the Lord “will beautify the meek with salvation” 


yGod can give victor 









(Psa. 149:4). And the marginal reading for “sal- 
vation” in this passage is “victory.” Victory is a 
beautiful thing; and God does the mage to But 

only to the meek; or the humble 
ones, who know their own helplessness, and who 
whole-heartedly surrender to and believe in the suf- 
ficiency of Christ. As Christ himself is our victory, 
God’s Good News is that he will beautify believers 
with nothing less than his own Son. 


a 
Delivering Blows That Count 


Man’s physical power does not amount to much. 
A man of tremendous weight and strength said the 
other day, addressing a group of business men; 
“There isn’t a man living that can lift up a weight 
and deliver a thousand-pound blow.” Then he went 
on to explain something of what human strength 
lus power from outside can do. “But I saw a 
ittle four-year-old girl put her foot on a trip ham- 
mer and deliver a twenty-ton lick.” If man’s un- 
aided physical power is trifling, his unaided spiritual 
power is even less. Indeed, the natural man, left 
to himself, has no spiritual power whatsoever, when 
we use the word “spiritual” as referring to the ‘Spirit 
of God. But when this spiritually impotent man 
turns to Jesus Christ, and accepts His sacrifice of 
His life for man’s sins, then indeed there comes 
power into this impotent man’s life; and this new 
power which is Christ himself, is nothing less than 
the omnipotence of God. If yielded and believing, 
the new-born man can now move more than twenty- 
ton weights. “If ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Be thou taken up and cast into the sea, it shall be 
done” (Matt. 21:21). Have we learned how, in the 
oenses ¥ with evil, to deliver the blows that really 
count 


China’s Stand for the Old Faith 


believe that the whole Bible is God-breathed, 

inerrant, and infallible. There are quite a num- 
ber of missionaries in China who do not believe 
this. For some years past those who have been 
standing true to “the faith once for all delivered” 
have had increasing conviction that they must come 
together in fellowship as a public testimony to the 
Chinese Christians. No one but God knows all the 
facts and factors that led up to the definite action 
taken last summer at Kuling in the organizing of 
the movement now called the “Bible Union of China.” 
Its beginnings. certainly run back for many years 
past. But Sunday-school workers will be interested 
to know of certain facts leading toward this new 
movement that occurred in connection with Bible 
study text-books in China. 

In the autumn of 1919 the Religious Education 
Committee of the China Christian Educational As- 
sociation was asked by a Chinese Secretary of the 
Curriculum Committee of the East China Educa- 
tional Association to recommend text-books for Bible 
study in Middle Schools,—or what we would call 
High Schools. 

In response to this request, the Religious Education 
Committee voted to recommend the “Bible Study 
Union Lessons.” This “Completely Graded Series 
for Sunday-schools,” now published under that title 
by Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, was originally 
the Blakeslee, or Bible Study Union Series; as 
brought out by its present publishers it was fully 
reviewed some years ago in a leading editorial in 
The Sunday School Times (in the issue of Novem- 
ber 2, 1912), under the title “Shall We Teach a 
Modified Christ?” ‘ 

These lessons which were recommended in 1919 
for Chinese boys and girls in the Middle Schools 
were described by their editors, in their American 
prospectus, as follows: 


’[ tetieve are many missionaries in China who 


Thése lessons are based on the modern and spiritual, 
rather than the medieval and mechanical view of the 
Bible. They do not fill the pupil’s mind with dogmas which 


later in life he will discover to be in conflict with the 
plain facts of science. 

From Forbush’s “The Life of Jesus,” in this series, 
on the subject of Miracles is found the following: 


Now we come to the explanation which the 
Gospels give of the miracles. The class will readily 
see that they were all unscientific and were thor- 
oughly characteristic of the crude medical knowl- 
edge of the time. ... We can never know just 
what Jesus did or how he did it.... 

No matter how animated the discussion of 
miracles may be, close the lesson hour; with the 
practical point that our attitude to him does not 
depend upon some external facts of two thousand 
years ago, but upon our allegiance to his living 
truth to-day. 

It is easy to see that the age that preduced the 
Gospels would not be anxious for scientific ac- 
counts of the deeds of Jesus, but that it would 
iy of him exactly the acts that are attributed 
Ww mt... 

As nearly all the miracles not of healing had 
their prototypes in the Old Testament, many of 
them at least were attributed to Jesus because men 
expected such deeds from their Messiah and finally 
— convinced that he must have performed 
them. ... 


On the Feeding of the Multitudes: 


If the class is curious to know exactly what 
happened beside the lake the teacher’s honest an- 
swer must be that we can never know. The diffi- 
culties of this narrative are plain. We seek for 
honesty from the evangelists, but we have no right 
to demand more... 

~ It is simply a question of evidence, and the 
evidence is lacking... . 


On the Historical Resurrection: 

We want to fix attention not upon a historical 
occurrence, the records of which are late and 
scanty, but upon the present experience of Christ 
living in the disciple. .. . 

That Jesus should have reappeared on earth, 
partly man and partly wraith, and:then disappeared 
again, does not give adequate proof to us of the 
spiritual Jesus who helps us to live... . 

We to-day tend to think that Jesus’ resurrec- 
tion was not different from our own, that imme- 
diately the Father received the spirit, which the 
dying Jesus committed unto him, and that thence- 
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forth he thus lives in the Father’s keeping forever. 

While it is impossible for us to be certain as to 
the details of those experiences, since the written 
accounts appeared so many years after the death 
of Jesus, ail Christians are united in certain great 
assurances, ... 


From “The Story of Our Bible,” by Hunting, in 
this course of Sunday-schoo! lessons, is found the 
following: : 


After ome has learned the exact meaning of any 
passage of the Bible, the next step is to form an 
independent judgment regarding its essential truth 
and moral value. An appeal must be made to one’s 
own mind and conscience. ... Our own conscience 
is as truly the voice of God as is the Bible, and its 
testimony must fearlessly be given a hearing... . 

Until recently it was considered quite wrong, if 
not blasphemous, to put the Bible to such a test. We 
were supposed to take for granted beforehand that 
whatever the Bible says is true. Yet only through 
this test can the Bible become to us, to the fullest 
extent, a source of inspiration. ... 

The old tendency to regard the Bible as an ab- 
solutely infallible book has been gradually modi- 
fied in modern times through the development of 
ouenes and a more careful study of the Bible 
ItSOIT. . « 

In the nineteenth century, this kind of investi- 
gation grew to be an independent science. .. . This 
new science seems to show that the Bible is a very 
human book. The laws of Moses are now seen 
to be the product of centuries of experience on 
the part of the Hebrew people, and were impressed 
on the mirds and hearts of the Hebrew people 
rather than written on tables of stone... . 

According to the Chronicler’s representation of 
the matter the testimony of history was all on the 
side of the Jews. Clearly we should not regard 
such a history as altogether reliable, Not that the 
Chronicler deliberately falsified the history, but he 
lived in a biased atmosphere. ... 


The following comment, from the same help for 
missionaries teaching the Chinese, is peculiarly sig- 
nificant in a land of idol worship. 


It will probably be agreed that the Second Com- 
mandment, forbidding images, while no doubt a 
wise provision in those days, is not in any way 
binding to-day. 


And in the same volume, on the subject of John’s 
Gospel, the following denials both of John’s author- 
ship of the Fourth Gospel and of the deity of Jesus 
are found: 


Was Jesus a mere man, or was he a superhuman 
being, with superhuman powers? Those who on 
general grounds have held the later view have clun 
to the theory that the Fourth Gospel is the wor 
of an eyewitness, because this Gospel testifies sow 
emphatically to certain superhuman elements in 
the personality of Jesus. Those, on the other hand, 
who on general grounds have believed that Jesus 
was a man like other men, to be classed with other 
great moral and religious leaders of history, have 
felt compelled to treat the Fourth Gospel as the 
product of the idealizing imagination of a later 
Gge. ..-. 


It so happened that a certain conservative member 
of the eg eee Education Committee was not pres- 
ent at the meeting which voted to recommend these 
lessons; and when, later, another meeting of the com- 
mittee was held, the issue of a minority report was 
discussed which: should contain extracts from the 
courses recommended, so that the members of the 
committee and the Educational Association might 
at least be able to vote with some knowledge of the 
books concerned. During the discussion one of the 
outstanding educational Teadeco firmly insisted that 
he would have no part in recommending Bible 
courses for Chinese High School pupils that would 
in any way raise doubts in their minds. At a still 
later meeting the recommendation of the courses 
went through with certain explanatory notes, one of 
which was the following: 

“We recommend this series of books because, while not 
ideal from the point of view of adaptation to China, it 
is the best series, pedagogically, which we have seen. 
It should be understood, however, that we do not assume 
responsibility for apy theological views contained in them 
but leave these to be modified or used as the individual 
teacher may prefer, which has been the usual procedure 
in the past.” 


The East China Educational Association adopted 
the curriculum pamphlet by a large majority, and 
this in spite of the fact that only a few, if any, had 
ever used or seen the Teachers’ Helps of the Courses, 
and after clear statements had been made in commit- 
tee discussions concerning their character. 

It must be remembered that Chinese students in 
the Middle Schools study the Bible during the week in 
the curriculum work for which these lessons were rec- 
ommended, as over against the American Sunday- 
school study of about half an hour a week on Sunday. 

It is not strange that, after the above facts began to 
be known to missionaries in general throughout China, 
the whole matter was widely discussed, and that this 
tended to a deepened conviction on the part of many 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“ He that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up fer us all, how shall hé not also with 
him freely give us all things?” (Rom. 8 : 32.) 

Is not victory one of the “all things ” 7 

















missionaries and Chinese Christians that those who 
stood for the historic faith of tvangelical Chris- 
tianity must come together, in a unified testimony, 
in needed protest against the propagation of such 
teaching throughout the mission schools and the 
churches of China. 

This deepened conviction resulting from the sit- 
uation in the curriculum Bible teaching work of 


4£hina was one of the factors in the formation of the 


Bible Union of China in the summer of 1920. 

Kuling, in the province of Kiangsi, is a beautiful 
mountain-top summer resort of the missionaries, 
which, like the several other such summer resorts, 
has proved, under God’s leading, to be a refreshing 
and literally life-saving blessing to God’s workers 
and their children in the intense heat of the sum- 
mer in that land. The mortality among the children 
of missionaries ift China was very much greater be- 
fore they found this way of avoiding the terrible 
summer heat on the plaine. More missionaries as- 
semble at Kuling than at any other one such resort 
in China, and a series of Bible conferences is held, 
during the summer months, as in the case of North- 
field or Stony Brook or Winona. y 

The events of the early part of the year found 
many missionaries at Kuling last'summer more deeply 
convinced than ever that God would have them enter 
into some fellowship for the old faith. In the latter 
part of August &rtain missionaries called a meet- 
ing of all who might be interested, to consider the 
matter. It is an interesting fact that, although Dr. 
Griffith Thomas had been speaking at the Kuling 
meetings just previous to this, he had no part in 
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calling such a meting, nor was he even present at 
the meeting, — he was yen | Kuling just at that time. 
Mr. Trumbull did not reach Kuling until after the 
Bible Union had been formed. That God used Dr. 
Thomas’ Clear, illuminating addresses on the Inspira- 
tion of the Bible and other fundamentals of the 
faith as an unspeakably great blessing to mission- 
aries throughout China last summer is a fact for 
which many thank God; but ‘it is not true, as some 
have onwe that either Dr. Thomas or Mr. Trum- 
bull, the Editor of the Times, had any direct part 
in the formation of this new movement among the 
missionaries of China. Many believe it would have 
come to pass quite apart from any visit made by 
these or other workers from America. 

These facts are noted here, not because either Dr. 
Griffith Thomas or Mr. Trumbull would have hesi- 
tated to share in the definite organizing of a testi- 
mony to the Christian faith, had that been needed, 

“but simply to make plain that, in this case, many 
missionaries in China had seen clearly that such a 
testimony must be given and had definitely accepted 
the Pe a age of bringing it to pass. When some 
one asked Dr. Thomas, in one of his meetings, why 
he had come to China to divide the missionaries, Dr. 
Thomas replied, with quiet significance, “I understood 
before leaving America that the missionaries~were 
already divided.” That this has been true of Chris- 
tian workers, not only in China but in all lands, for 
the past generation, is a recognized fact. The divi- 
sion seems to have been caused, not by those who 
are holding to the historic positions of evangelical 
Christianity, accepted by the Church of Christ since 
the New Testament was given by the Holy Spirit, 
but by those in modern days who would seek to lead 
professing Christians away from the statements in 
the God-breathed Word, and thus to divide the 
Church of Christ. When Christians publicly affirm 
their allegiance to the faith of the past nineteen cen- 
turies, surely they should not be called divisive. 


In a later issue The Sunday School Times 
will tell just what the Bible Union of China has 
affirmed as 40 its position and purpose, and what, 
under God, it may accomplish to the eternal*bless- 
ing of the Chinese and the missionaries. 








Saving a Member of the Family 


I have a brother who, when a young man at home, 
joined the church and was an ardent worker in Chris- 
tian Endeavor. When he came home from college he 
was all befogged and has grown worldly, although we 
have prayed for him for years. He married and is 
divorced. Now since my own trouble came he wants 
me to come and make a home for him. You know what 
the Word says in 2 Corinthians 6:14 to 37, “Be not 
unequally yoked with unbelievers.” Of course he may 
be a prodigal son, but how am I to know? 

If I don’t do that I shall have to face the world alone 
with no preparation and no means. I would be so glad 
if you could help me.—A New York Woman. 


Our blood relationships are given to us by God. 
The question of entering into, or continuing in, home 
life with a blood brother or sister is fundamentally 
different from the question of entering upon rela- 
tionships that are not ours until we deliberately make 
them so. This Christian woman has had a God- 
given relationship with her brother from the time 
that he and she were born. There would seem to 
be no reason, Scripturally, why she may not prayer- 
fully consider accepting his offer and living with 
him, no matter what his belief or unbelief may be. 
Of course, there may be other factors entering into 
any such decision as this in one’s life plans, and all 
the factors that bear upon each individual case are 
to be brought prayerfully before God, and His will 
is to be sought in view of all that is involved. We 
can then count contidently on God’s making his will 
known to us. 

In his First Letter to the Corinthians (7: 13-17), 
Paul writes concerning a relationship between a be- 
liever and an unbeliever: “And the woman that 
hath an unbelieving husband, and he is content to 
dwell with her, let her not leave her husband. For 
the unbelieving husband is sanctified in the wife, and 
the unbelieving wife is sanctified in the brother. .. . 
For how knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt 
save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O hus- 
band, whether thou shalt save thy wife? Only, as 
the Lord hath distributed to each man, as God hath 
called each, so let him walk.” 

So of any family relationship, there is surely a 
definite responsibility resting upon all believing mem- 
bers of a family circle for the salvation of all un- 
believing members of that family, or for the restora- 
tion of those who, while believers, may have broken 
their fellowship with God. To make her home with 
this needy brother would give this Christian woman 
a very special opportunity to pray him and love him 
into full faith and abiding in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It might be well for her to read the illuminating 


article, “Is Your Whole Family Saved?” that was 
published last- year in The Sunday School Times 
(of April 17, 1920), and that may be had in pam- 
phlet form (at 30 cents a dozen copies, or 3 cents 
each, postpaid). It is by the Rev. B. Davidson, 
Founder and Director of the Ceylon and India Gen- 
eral Mission, and shows from the Word of God the 
blessed truth that it is God’s revealed will that the 
whole family of every believer should be saved. 
When we know that such is God’s. will, we can. claim 
God’s will with boldness and confidence and thanks- 


giving. 
a 
What Percentage is “A Hundredfold”? 


In The Sunday School Times of November 20, 1920, 
in the Lesson Pilot on the lesson of December 5, “The 
Growth of the Kingdom” (Matt. 13:1-43) Mr. Banks 
quotes the late Dr. D. M. Stearns and a banker as 
saying that “a hundredfold” is ten thousand percent. 
I do not doubt this at all, but will you kindly explain 
to me how this is figured, as I want to make it plain 
to my class of nine boys. No one here is able to 
help me. I have asked all our wise men, and they can- 
not tell me. Please tell me also-the meaning of “hun- 
dredfold” as used in the Bible—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


The word “fold” in such expressions as thirtyfold 
sixtyfold, a hundredfold, has the meaning of “times.” 
In this use, “fold” is “a multiplicative suffix, attached 
to numerals,” and it goes back to the Gothic “falths,” 
and the Anglo-Saxon “fealdan.” . 

Now we know that when we double any amount, 
we have increased it by one fiundred percent. One 
hundred percent of ten, for example, is ten; if, there- 
fore, you start with ten and increase it by_onefold, 
or ten, you have twice what you began with, or a 
total of twenty, an increase of onefold, or one 
hundred percent. < 

To increase any amount tenfold means to increase 
it by ten times one hundred percent, or one thou- 
sand percent. ‘ 

To increase any amount one hundredfold means 
to increase it by one hundred times one hundred per- 
cent, or ten thousand percent. : 

And our Lord definitely tells us, in his parable in 
Matthew 13, as interpreted by himself in the twenty- 
third verse of that chapter, that “he that heareth 
the word, and understandeth it, . . . verily beareth 
fruit, and bringeth forth, some ten thousand percent, 
some six thousand percent, some three thousand per- 
cent.” 

Just where can we find such returns on any other 
investment? 























































































































Lesson for February 20 
Matthew 2§ : 1-13 
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Wang-—and Worse 


A China famine experience 





By William T. Ellis, LL.D. 





. 


Gifts for China famine 
“been received, and yet it is but a 


relief may be sent to The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
he Times is forwarding drafts for $1,000 each as fast as the money 
drop in the bucket in view of the need Dr. Ellis here depicts. In an early issue 


comes in. Already about $15,000 has 


the Times will tell of the sacrificial giving on the part of some of the donors to the famine fund. 


6 HAT is that over there?” I called to ~ | 
W cervanion, the Rev. Calvin N. Caldwell, 
as we rode our donkeys along the main 
highway between Peking and Nanking. We weré 
homeward bound to Tsing Kiang-pu from the great 
camp of one hundred thousand famine refugees, 
where we had just been through a rather trying 
time with a mob who had hoped the Americans 
were going to distribute relief on the instant and 
on the spot. .They could not understand that there 
was more succor in our eyes than in our hands. | 
Along the side of the road I had noticed a bundle 
or pile of matting: thanks to the tension of the pre- 
vious hour I was in a noticing mood! I knew that 
China is so poor that no scrap of fuel or rubbish 
lies unclaimed along the wayside, so I felt that this 
heap needed to be accounted for. Looking in the 
direction indicated, Mr. Caldwell repeated my in- 
quiry to our Chinese donkey boy. 

“Oh! that’s a dead boy without any arms or legs,” 
came the careless answer; “he has been lying there 
for three days.” 

While this colloquy was in progress I had turned 
my animal to examine the object for myself. Be- 
neath the overhang of a bit of matting, in the level 
light of the setting sun, I saw the whites of two 
moving eyes following me. bon 

“He’s not dead!” I called, upon hearing the trans- 
lation of what our servant said. ‘ 

“Ugh, not dead yet,” repeated that callous fatalist. 

Examination revealed a fragment of humanity dis- 
torted beyond belief. The tangle of flesh measured 
not over two feet in any direction, although Wang 
— that was his name-—was twenty years old. His 
back was horribly twisted. His knees were bent up 
to his chin, and his shriveled arms were so contorted 
or paralyzed that he had only a wrist motion of one 
hand, which barely reached his mouth. His head 


was normal and his intelligence above the average. 


Of his rags and filth and vermin and deformities it 
would scarcely be proper to write, outside of the 
columns of a medical journal. : ; 

Wang’s tale was terse and tragic, and the embodi- 
ment of the famine conditions. is family, farmers, 
had brought him down from the north country when 
they shared the general migration of miserables seek- 
ing food. Driven to desperation by the prevailing 
hunger, they had abandoned him by the roadside, 
after bearing him as a family burden for twenty 
years. The poor chap’s eyes overflowed and his 
voice choked as he told us this, and he defended his 
family’s action on the ground that thgre was noth- 
ing else to do. That phase of the case was not un- 
common: husbands and fathers were deserting their 
families; mothers were giving away or selling their 
babies —I had several offered to me —and the nor- 
mal ties and obligations of life were breakirig in 
every direction. 

Obviously, an American could not leave that mor- 
sel of misery by the wintry roadside. Wise in the 
ways of an intricate social organization, Mr. Cald- 
wan suggested that we proceed to the city and send 
officials out for Wang, to take him to the only pos- 
sible refuge for such as he in all Mid-China, the 
American missionary hospital. With reassurances 
to the pitiable waif, enforcing them by filling his 
mouth with copper coins, we continued our way, 
and ere. night had fully come Wang had been es- 
tablished in a native room in the auxiliary hospital. 

Early in, the morning we went to him, only to be 
met with the plea that -he might be permitted to 
stay a little longer in this shelter, for he had money 
to pay—displaying the coppers in his capacious 
mouth. It was days before he could understand that, 
although forsaken by father and mother, he had been 
taken up by the Christians; and that two little boys 
in America would provide for him as long as he 
lived — which, alas, proved to be not many weeks, 
for the famine fever had already seized him. 

Wang visualizes the great Chinese famine of 
1906-7, and the greater famine of the present year. 
He stands for a literally unimaginable degree of 
misery. There is nothing in American experience that 
enables us to understand the kinds and measures of 
suffering that are to-day cotnmon in China. As 
one who has seen more than my share of the woes 
of the world, I am convinced that there is to-day 
nothing on earth, and that there has been nothing 
within the memory of living persons, to parallel the 
calamity that has suddenly come upon north central 
China. The dead number ten thousand a day, offi- 
cial reports say; the proportion of the forty mil- 
lion persons menaced who are likely to die before 





the violets bloom in our fields of beauty and plenty 
is estimated at fifteen million; or a greater total 
than fell in the World War. 


Outside of every city in the five provinces af- 


fected by the drought there camp to-day great com- 
panies of refugees, who have fled from their farms 
and villages. They cower in the cold— and how 
cold north China can be! — beneath straw mat shel- 
ters, with only their unsalable rags to cover them. 

On the bare ground babies are born, and persons 
of all ages die. . 

In one such camp I saw three tiny tots who ha 
sat for twenty-four hours, uncomprehendingly, be- 
side the corpse of their mother. 

One widow that I beheld was particularly discon- 
solate because there was nobody to help her bear 
the dead body of her husband from the wayside 
where he lay. 

As memory travels back to those soul-straining 
experiences I can again feel the emaciated, talon-like 
fingers of the famishing clutching at my clothes. 
Still the cry rings in my ears, “Lao-yea! Lao-yea!” 
—“O honorable foreigner, help us.” 

At night, in the mission homes, I could not sleep 
for the desolate wailing of the beggars at the gate, 
pleading for succor ere they should die; and some- 
times we would find them dead in the morning, at 
the beginning of our heavy day’s work of relief; a 
work that would have been impossible had we al- 
lowed the mission gates to become mobbed by famine 
victims and professional mendicants. Food was dis- 
tributed with skill, and according to need and de- 
serving. 

One horror greater than the recollection of the 
myriads of starving Chinese upon whom I have 
looked, nowadays overwhelms me. It is a panicky, 
heart-clutching fear that America, the America of 
which I have been so proud as I have seen her 
matchless ministry to mankind in many lands, ma 
this time miss the unusual significance of the call 
from China. Our people’s nerves are calloused by 
familiarity with woe. e have heard tales of suf- 
fering for years. We have given with royal bounty. 
Now, at the close of a taxing succession of intense 
“drives” comes this Chinese calamity, greater than 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 




















At A recent meeting of the British Association, 
held at Dundee, the president, Professor Schafer, 

The Lord God made the earth and the heavens 
(Gen. 2:4). 


spoke upon the origin and nature of life. Among 
other things he said: “Setting aside, as devoid of 
scientific foundation, the idea of immediate super- 
natural intervention in the production of life, we 
are not only justified in believing, but compelled to 
believe, that living matter must have owed its origin 
to causes similar in character to those which have 
been instrumental in producing all other forms of 
matter in the universe; in other words, to a pro- 
cess of gradual evolution.” 

This sounds very learned and conclusive. But 
two considerations are to be kept in mind. First, 
evolution in creation is at best —what Darwin said 
it was—a hypothesis, for it has never been proved; 
and second, even if we grant the law of evolution, 
we must ask, Who created the law and set it going? 
As to the last, laws do not make themselves, espe- 
cially laws which prove themselves so powerful and 
full of wisdom as to produce the highest forms of 
life, intelligence, and development. When one con- 
cedes such powers to law, that moment law becomes 
a Person, and that Person becomes Deity. 

After all, one is thrown back upon the statements 
which begin Holy Scripture, and which must stand 
at the head of all true scientific statement concern- 
ing creation: “In the beginning God”; and, “The 
Lord God made the earth and the heavens.” Com- 
mence thus and one has adequate explanation of all 
that follows. Commence otherwise, and one is left 
in darkness and confusion, with no explanation of 
multiform life, either in its beginning, continuance, 
or ending. 


Princeton, N. J. 
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any of the others; probably greater than all of the 
others put together. Our dulled imaginations may 
not react to the meaning of what we read and hear. 
And America may fail in this supreme opportunity ; 
not because she does not care, but simply because 
she has not been able to understand. 

In a few sentences, what does this vast and incom- 
prehensible famine in China mean to America and 
to the Christian Church? 

It means a demonstration of our missionary mes- 
sage. All over the famine field the missionaries 
have become relief workers. They are the world’s 
almoners in, this need. By every dole of food, by 
every provision for self-help, by every word of coun- 
sel and friendliness~they are commending the Gospel 
of Christ, and winning the favor of an entire nation. 

It means the proof of America’s oft-vaunted pe- 
culiar friendship for China. Good-will can only ex- 
press itself now in deeds. Patriots perceive the sig- 
nificance of present service on a large scale. 

It means, most definitely, an opportunity actually 
to save life. Nothing but quick action by this coun- 
try can possibly frevent millions from dying. The 
need is not a continuing one: the sufferers will be 
saved or dead by next summer. 

It affords a distinct opportunity for real sacri- 
fice. In China one Congregational boys’ school vol- 
unteered to go without meat for two months, in 
order to save sixty cents a day for famine relief. 
Some American families are going without one meal 
a week for the same purpose. Both the Chinese and 
the American governments are taking every possi- 
ble measure to succor the famine victims, but the 
sacrificial gifts of millions of individuals are also 
needed, with a quickness that cannot adequately be 
understood. 

It means that the organizing power of Christianity 
is being put to an unusual test. President Wilson’s 
committee openly says that, since the urgency of need 
is so great and the time is so short, it must rely 
chiefly upon the Christian churches of America. The 
question is whether the plea can get across to the 
churches and Sunday-schools and Young People’s 
Societies and missionary organizations and brother- 
hoods in time. Only individual initiative en the part 
of concerned persons can accomplish the task. 

Money, plainly designated “for China Famine,” 
may be sent to The Sunday School Times, 1031 Wal- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. It will be transmitted 
promptly to China. 

Before laying down this paper, will the reader do 
something about it—or else definitely decide that 
he will do nothing? Let us be brave enough to face 
a critical issue squarely. 


SWARTHMORE, PA, 


The Way of the Shining Face 
By Northcote Deck, A.B., Ch.M. 


[7 WAS at a feast in a charming palm-shaded vil- 
lage in Makira in the Solomons that I heard a 
very simple and frank testimony to the transforming 
power of the Gospel. Around the great carved bowls 
of pounded coconuts and yams was a circle of sav- 
ages, fresh from the mountains, dressed up for a 
dance. Plumes of feathers waved in their jet black 
hair. Armlets, anklets, and earrings of snow white 
shell clinked and rattled as they moved. Among 
them mingled the native Christians, devoid of orna- 
ment, save the ornament of a quiet spirit, supremely 
conscious that they were on the winning side, and 
that here were men who needed to find the same 
Master. 

Their feelings may be imagined when the big 
bush heathen chief, for whom they had been pray- 
ing for several years, suddenly stepped into the circle, 
and, calling for silence, gave this testimony in a loud 
voice: 

“T want you all to pray strong for me. I want 
to bring my people to your church to learn of your 
Master. I see that you all stop very good. I see 


_ the faces of all of you shining as if your hearts were 


happy, as if you were very glad. 

EMy people are not like that. They all look as 
if they were sick. They look heavy, and their eyes 
are dull. They look as if they never swim [wash]. 
They do swim, but they look as if they never swim. 
They look no good. Before, you all live like us and 

ray to our aiorae [devils]. But I see you find a 

etter way. Your way is the way of the shining 
face! I want very much to come and learn of your 
new Master. You all pray strong for me.” 

Surely the simplest, truest, most effective sermon 
is being daily preached in that little obscure village 
in the Solomons, where no one is allowed to live 
unless they are seeking a better country, that is a - 
Heavenly. And.in very many cases it is true that 

ou can tell the Christians in the Solomons by the 
ight in ‘their eyes. God give us many more such 
living epistles to be known and read of all men! 


Aorta, Sotomon IsLanps. 
oe 


“The Little Jetts” may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company in charming book form for $1. 
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When the Senior Deacon Took the Service 


An experience that was “overruled for good”! 





FEBRUARY 5, 1924 











By Arthur Chamberlain 





HE sermon was nearly finished; a certain ca- 

; dence in the minister’s voice, and the senior 

deacon began to button up his coat; then came 

the closing hymn, but the senior deacon was strug- 

gling with the final button, and so reached for the 

ymnal about two seconds after the main part of 
the congregation were on their feet. 

He fluttered the leaves, found the place some 
time during the first stanza, and had the hymnal 
in the rack before the last chorus—he was sure 
of the chorus, anyway, but his gloves were in an 
out-of-the-way pocket; he found them during the 
benediction. ; 

So it came about that the senior deacon, gravely 
dignified, marched down the broad aisle at least five 
seconds ahead of his neighbors inthe congregation. 

There were several ‘people in the vestibule whose 
hands must be shaken; that took a little time, and 
then came the minister. 

“Five minutes in my study, deacon; that’s all,” the 
minister reassured him. “You see —careful right 
here; one step down, you know,” and the senior dea- 
con was in and the door was shut. 

“The fact is, deacon,” went on the minister, when 
the two had seated themselves, “I am called away 
suddenly and most unexpectedly. Conference has 
to take an earlier date; have to start by three to- 
morrow morning, and shan’t be back until late on 
sotrery. Would you take this evening’s service for 
me?” , 


« 


HE senior deacon’s eyes sparkled. “Why — er —I 

—delighted to accommodate, of course; but, ‘What 
can the man do that cometh after the king?’ you 
know.” 

“Oh, nonsense, deacon, nonsense!” responded the 
minister, genially. “Remember that sermon you 
wrote once, to try your hand at it, as you said? Give 
’em that, and—and thank you very much. You'll 
pardon me if I hurry away.” 

The senior deacon walked home, his lips shaping 
voiceless words; had he been a ten-year-old he might 


have whistled —even on Sunday. 
His wife met him at the door. “Why, Deacon 
Holham! How late you are!” she greeted. 


“Mr. Burford wanted to see me after meeting — 
something special. You saw him speak to me, didn’t 
you?” 

“In the vestibule? Yes. Well, what —” 

“He’s going to be away —rest of the week. I’m 
to take this evening’s service for him. My sermon —” 

“Oh, Alvin! You don’t mean to ‘say; really —” 

“Ves. He wants me to preach it. Get it out, 
please. It’s folded away in the Bible, you know.” 

Mrs. Holham opened the Bible reverently and 
took out the carefully folded manuscript. “Your 
sermon, Alvin!” she breathed, as she handed it to 
the senior deacon. 

“Leviticus twenty-six, two,” observed the senior 
deacon, smoothing out the folds on his desk. “‘Ye 
shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: 
I am the Lord.’” 

Page after page the senior deacon turned while 
his wife stepped softly about the room, setting on 
the Sunday luncheon. 

“Tt’s all ready, Alvin,” she said at last, gently. 

The senior deacon drew a long breath as he rose 
to his feet. “Possibly I did not make as much as I 
might have of, ‘Ye shall keep my sabbaths’?” he 
inquired in a tone that invited contradiction. 

“Now, Alvin!” pleaded his wife. “Don’t you 
change a word of‘it, not one word! It’s beautiful as 
se iat" 

All through the afternoon the senior deacon pon- 
dered over his sermon, coming back again and again 
to its pages to make sure that he was certain of 
each point presented. When at last he started for 
evening meeting, duly buttoned up, his wife came 
hurrying towards him. 

“Here’s your sermon, Alvin; you left it on your 
desk. Patience me! If you’d gone off without —” 

“Put it back on the desk, Lucia,” replied the senior 
deacon, firmly. “I know that sermon by heart.” 

At last he was fairly in the pulpit; standing there, 
facing the congregation. He had made brief addresses 
before, but this seemed different. All those faces, 
little, light-colored patches that seemed chiefly eyes, 
and every eye fixed on him! 

No, there was one man in a neareby pew who 
appeared to be greatly occupied with his cuff links. 
The senior deacon’s eyes seemed to fasten unwillingly 
upon that man; he was glad to bow his head in 
prayer, devoutly enough, but not altogether as 4 
matter of devotion. 

After the prayer came the hymn; the tune played 
through by the organist. One or two members of 
the congregation shot upright somewhere during the 
concluding chords, others followed singly or in little 


— 
squads. “For all the world like corn in a popper!” 
reflected the senior deacon, discomposedly. Towards 


the end of the singing a number swayed suddenly 
sidewise like a field of wheat swept over by an 
elusive zephyr; several hymnals dropped into the 
racks more or less noisily; one fell to the floor with 
a ringing slap. 

“Why can’t —” began the senior deacon, mentally; 
but there was no time for that! He must announce 
his text. 

Now that he was fairly started on his sermon he 
felt more at ease. The familiar phrases came to 
his lips without effort; it was almost as if he were 
listening to some one else; yes, he was holding the 
attention of the songregation — 

“therefore it is evident, that in this building, 
dedicated to the worship of God, and in a certain 
sense, his pecukear —” 


GIRL almost under the senior deacon’s nose turned* 
abruptly to the young woman beside her ; she whis- 
pered, the two smiled; there was a smothered giggle. 

“in a certain sense —in a certain —” 

What did come next? The senior deacon found 
himself marking time; he caught finally at a re- 
membered phrase a little farther along, and went 
ahead, hoping that no one had noticed the slip. 

As the senior deacon proceeded, he was conscious 
of a certain monotony in his tone; he had never 
spoken so long on a stretch before, and it was be- 
coming hard work. He kept on doggedly, however, 
stolidly disregarding the man who closed one eye at 
a time, alternately, evidently trying out points of 
sight; the men who changed legs with great fre- 
quency; even those members who nodded unconscious 
assent to his remarks. 

He did, indeed, halt for a moment, when a young 
fellow, coming in nearly at the end of the sermon, let 
the swinging doors flap wildly, turning the heads 
of many in the congregation. Stumbling at last to 
his close, the senior deacon sat down, wiping his 
forehead; he labored through the last hymn after a 
fashion, and succeeded in pronouncing the benedic- 
tion. Then he crept down the stairs to the pastor’s 
study and left by the study door. 

“Now, Alvin, don’t you worry one mite!” com- 
forted Mrs. Holham, as the senior deacon sat at 
home in his armchair, disconsolate. “You did as 
well as —as could be — Anyway, you did your duty, 
deacon !” 

“I did my duty, yes!” admitted the senior deacon, 
grimly. “And I wouldn’t ’a’ got husky, and — and 
had to stop, off and on, and—and spoiled some of 
the best places, if —if those folks had sat still and 
listened — really listened, Lucia!” 

“Well,” said his wife, “maybe if that Kennerby 
girl hadn’t giggled — but I s’pose it’s what a minister 
has to put up with, right along.” ; 

The senior deacon sat on in moody silence; it was 
only after a long while that his wife was startled by 
hearing him whisper fervently, “Oh, Lord!” 

“Why, Deacon Holham!” she exckaimed, “you’re 
not dwelling on —” 

“T’ve been thinking, Lucia,” responded the senior 
deacon, gravely, “and, Lucia, ’most everything those 
folks did, I've done — myself!” 


LDERLY as they both were, his wife put her arms 
around the senior deacon’s neck. “You never gig- 
gled in meeting, Alvin, never!” she protested. 

“Maybe not,” replied the senior deacon, “but I’ve 
been taught a lesson, and I guess— Well, no use 
talking any more now, Lucia; let us have prayers 
and get to bed.” 

The senior deacon wert forth a little grimly on 
Monday morning; he did not find it particularly easy 
to meet the church-members with his usual compla- 
cency. However, the church-members were consid- 
erate. 

“Good things in that sermon of yours, deacon; 
capital things!” insisted Obed Territt, as he sat down 
in the deacon’s office, crossing his legs sociably. “Folks 
ought to be better mannered, ’specially in church.” 
His feet waved a moment in the air as he changed 
legs. “Restless, you know; mark of a gentleman to 
sit still”’ Once more his legs shifted. “No sense 
in fussing around, like an old woman, you know.” 
He reached for his most available ankle, caught the 
senior deacon’s glance, flushed a little, and stood up. 
“Um-mp! Guess I'll be going —sort of busy; good 
day.” 

The senior deacon nodded his head several times 
after his caller had departed. “He’d never sensed it, 
never!” he murmatred. “Don’t suppose I had any 
call to look at him that way, seeing ’s I—” He stared 
out of the window meditatively. - 

“You're going to take the prayer-meeting, I s’pose, 
Alvin?” queried his wife, as that evening came around. 

The senior deacon shook his head. “No, Lucia; 


I’ve arranged with Mr. Drale to take it; he’s super- 

seteneegt of the Sunday-school, you know; he didn’t 
ear — / 

_ “Now, Alvin!” begged his wife, “you’re not worry- 

ing still over that!” 

‘Got through worrying, Lucia,” replied the senior 
deacon ; “got.something else to do.” — 

“Before Deacon Holham leads us in prayer,” an- 

nounced Mr. Drale at the prayer-meeting that eve- 
ning, “hesdesires to make a brief address.” 
_ The senior deacon rose in his place. “I’m not go< 
ing to preach another sermon,” he remarked a little 
dryly. “When it comes to delivery, I take it most 
of you’d rather hear your minister than me. Most 
of that sermon applied to one man; you'll excuse 
me if I’m personal, but after I went home and thought 
it over, I found that I’d preached that sermon to 
myself —and I needed it. Now,’ maybe, you won't 
mind what I’m going to say.” 

He paused a moment, and then went on: “Seems 
to me, maybe, that it’s more work to preach a ser- 
mon than ‘tis to write one. Curious, come to think 
of it, how a little thing’ll throw you off the track. 
I never thought that buttoning up my coat before the 
minister had finished preaching, or turning my head 
to see who was late, or standing up alittle ahead or 
behind the rest of the congregation, could bring any- 
body who was trying to talk from the platform up 
all standing, so to speak.” 

There was a little rustle among the senior deacon’s 
audience, 


“Ot THERE'S plenty more things — think ’em up 
for yourselves! Maybe a minister, preaching 
Sunday after Sunday, gets so he can stand ’em, but I 
don’t believe he likes ’em. And I, talking about rever- 
ence for God’s sanctuary! ’Tisn’t respectful to the rest 
of the congregation to act like that; ’tisn’t respectful 
o the place, nor to the minister, nor to — God.” 

His rare smile lit up the senior’ deacon’s face. 
“You’ve never sensed it, I know. No more’d I. But 
now —” The senior deacon bowed his head in prayer. 

There were hearty handclasps after the prayer- 
meeting was over. 

“I wouldn’t wonder, deacon, if your sermon did 
more for the church than any that’s been preached 
for:a long while!” declared Obed Territt, “and I’m 
not faulting our minister, either.” 

‘Deacon Holham, I’m ever so sorry that I laughed,” 
murmured Rosa Kennerby. “Truly, I didn’t mean to, 
and I won’t again.” / 

“T was late again to-night, deacon, but if I’m com- 
ing to any church service after this I'll come in time 
to take it all in; coming in ’most at the end isn’t 
playing the game,” assured Rosa’s escort, manfully. 

Perhaps the Reverend Mr. Burford never preached 
a sermon so restfully as the one in which, on the 
following Sunday, he told his congregation of the 
work and the fruits of the Conference which he had 
attended during the past «week; even the statistics 
seemed to glow with enthusiasm. 

“Well, well, deacon!” he confided expansively to 
the senior deacon in the pastor’s study, after service. 
“I ought to go away once in a while —every min- 
ister ought to—to get a new- viewpoint, get re- 
freshed and — invigorated. I wouldn’t ‘have believed 
that a week or so away could have made such a dif- 
ference! Why, preaching this morning seemed ef- 
fortless — simply effortless. I never held the atten- 
tion of the congregation so completely — but there, 
I’m boasting. Had a fine time, preaching your ser- 
mon last Sunday, I suppose, deacon; eh?” 
—“‘Oh—ah!” The senior deacon pulled at his collar 
as if it had suddenly become constrictive. “I — er — 
found that conducting an entire service, including 
preaching a sermon, was a different —a very differ- 
ent — matter from making a short address. There 
were certain — matters —that I had not taken into 
account. In short, it was.an experience — quite an 
experience, I assure you!” 

“Oh, well, now; really —” began the minister, but 
the senior deacon hurried on: 

“However, it led to my making certain remarks 
at the weekly prayer-meeting, and — and I think that 
the experience was overruled for good,” he added 
meekly, shaking the minister’s hand as he slipped 
away. 

SALEM, MAss, 

+ 


Why not precede the regular Sunday evening ser- 
vice by a fifteen or twenty-minute song service? Others 
have done it amd found increased attendance and 
interest and better singing, thereby. One of the best 
books for this purpose is Victorious Life Hymns, 
published by The. Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 60 cents a copy, 
or $55 a hundred. 
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Matthew 2s : 1-13 
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LESSON 8 FEBRUARY 20. 


Golden Text.—Watch therefore, for ye knew not the day nor the hour.—Matthew 25 : 1-13 


Matthew 25 : 1-13 


THE WISE AND THE FOOLISH VIRGINS 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 
NE cannot. get ready for any important event 
at the last moment. Relate to the class the 
’ story of the eager youth who sought to secure 
the autograph of President Roosevelt, and how he 
missed securing it (Illustration Round-Table, 1). 
We hope to get not a written autograph but a spoken 
word of commendation, “Good and faithful servant” 
a. 25:21) from a greater than Roosevelt some 
ay. Are we really prepared to receive it? Double 
emphasis to the point may be given by telling, or, 
better, reading the graphic description of his first 
and last deer hunt by Mr, Smith in “Say, Fellows —.” 


Our Backgreund Material 


It was an appallingly significant move when our 
Lord “went out, and departed from the temple” 
(Matt, 24:1), never to enter it again. Israel’s 
house was then indeed left unto her desolate (Matt. 
23: 38). 

Even the slow-witted disciples seemed to grasp 
something of the forthcoming doom involved in 
this step (24:1, 1. c.). As Jesus and they descend 
into the Kidron’s valley and climb to the Mount of 
Olives on the other side, the beautiful building, with 
its colonnade of dazzling white marble, and its golden 
roof and pinnacles, was in full view. Ruins 
that indicate the splendor of the temples at Karnak 
and Luxor, Baalbec and Athens remain to this day, 
but the predicted doom of Jerusalem’s temple was 
fulfilled to the letter (24:2). In spite of every ef- 
fort on the part of the Roman conqueror, Titus, to 
ee it at the siege in A. D. 70, it was destroyed by 
re. 

That the International Lesson Committee expects 
the teacher to be famiiiar with this Olivet discourse 
is evident from its being emphasized in Additional 
Material for Teachers. brief analysis is given by 
Dr. Thomas in a comment upon this Additional Ma- 
terial, and in her second division Mrs. Askew also 
considers it. See also Dr. Thomas’ Introduction. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

The teaching principle of comparison (which in- 
cludes contrast) is invoked by Dr. Ellis. The points 
of resemblance between the wise and foolish virgins 
are startling. Five of these points are brought out 
and driven home in a most effective illustration from 
the animal kingdom by Dr. Smellie, under his first 
point. 

This parable describes in mumérous’ respects 
the present age of the church, between the first and 


second comings of our Lord. 


What is the significance of the connective word 
“then”? (v. 1.) To the time just referred to in the 
closing of the twenty-fourth chapter, at the second 
coming of the Lord to reward the faithful and wise 
servant and to be avenged upon the evil servant, 
it surely applies. 

The parable pictures profession — profession that is 
both real and unreal, genuine and counterfeit, sin- 
cere and hypocritical, or perhaps for the last ugly 
word may be substituted the word self-deceived. It 
is one of the most heart-searching messages of our 
Lord, and calls every one of us to rigid self-examina- 
tion. It is an appeal for watchfulness (Dr. Thomas, 
I, 1), and the imagery, decidedly Oriental, is ex- 
plained by Dr. Thomas (I, 2 to I, 7, inclusive). 


The true Christian is called to a life of separation, 


in which he is to let his light shine, and to be ever 
watching for the return of his Lord (compare 1 
Thess, 1:9, 10). It has sadly been the case, with 
both individuals and church groups, that when they 
have lost the Blessed Hope of the Lord’s Coming 
(Titus 2:13) they have become confused with the 
world, and have dimmed their testimony. Up to 
the time of the marriage of the church and the 
world —the embracing of Christianity by Constan- 
tine, about the end of the third Christian century — 
the animating hope of the church had been the ex- 
pectation of Christ’s coming. (See the Cartoon.) 

But after this mesalliance, “they all slumbered and 
slept” (v. 5). They became wearied with waiting 
for the Bridegroom. In this historical view, the 
period of slumber is often not inappropriately called 
the Dark Ages. The Reformers began to arouse 
the-church from her drowsiness, but while for the 
most part they believed in the coming of the Lord 
before the millennium, they glimpsed the truth only 
vaguely. 

The church continued more or less sleepy until the 


Devetienal 3 Tasiah 55 : 1-3, 6-8, 
Relcjenee Marat Matt. 7; 24-27; 24: 1-51; Eph. 6: 10-00; 3 
im. © : 17-19. 
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1 Then shall the kinedom of heaven be likened unto ten 
virgins, who took <heir lamps, and went forth te meet 
the bridegroom. 2 And five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. 3 For the feolish, when they took their 4Jamps, 
took no oil with them: 4 but the wise took oil in their 
vessels with their Jlamps. 5 New while the bridegreem 
tarried, ‘they all slumbered and slept. 6 But at midnight 
there was a cry, Behold, the ! Come ye forth 
to meet him, 7 Then all those virgins arese, and trimmed 
their lamps, 8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give 
us of your oil; for our JJamps are going out. 9 But the wise 
answered, saying, Peradventure there will not be enough 
for us and you: go ye rather to them that sell, and buy fer 
yourselves. 10 And while they went away to buy, the bride- 
groom came; and they that were ready went in with him 
to the marriage feast: and the door was shut. 11 After- 
ward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open 
to us. 12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto 
you, I know you not. 13 Watch therefore, for ye know 
not the day nor the hour. 


Or, torches. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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midnight cry began to be sounded, even in our own 
times! Just who first began to sound the cry it is 
not easy to say. Did the Advent hymns of Watts 
and Charles Wesley have something to do with it? 
God overruled the fanaticism of the Millerites, and 
other wild date-setters, early in the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury, to make his people dig for the real gold in the 
mines of prophecy. The “Brethren” in Great Brit- 
ain began to search for the marvels of “dispensa- 
tional truth.” somes H. Brookes, of St. Louis, con- 
victed by the Spirit because he always avoided the 
book of the Revelation when he reached it in family 
prayers, finally made a study of it that resulted in 
the writing of “Maranatha,” a book whose call was 
like a fire-bell in the night. Moody and the great 
evangelists who followed in his train preached the 
Advent in their often world-girdling tours. W. E. 
Blackstone wrote his marvelously comprehensive lit- 
tle book, “Jesus is Coming,” which was translated into 
twenty-five foreign languages, and which led R, A. 
Torrey to say it “was the first book that made the 
coming of Jesus Christ a living reality to me,” and 
the late J. Wilbur Chapman to declare, “This book 
completely revolutionized my thinking.” The mid- 
night cry has helped to organize Bible conferences, - 
like Keswick in England, and Niagara in America, 
and started magazines like “The Morning Star” in 
England, and “Our Hope” in the United States. 

It was not long after the forerunner of Christ 
announced in the power of the Spirit his first com- 
ing before He actually did appear! Can it be very 
long after these Twentieth Century heralds are an- 
nouncing his Second Coming that he will again ap- 
pear? (Eleb. 10: 37.) 

“In the crimson of the morning, in the whiteness of the 

noon, 
In the amber glory of the day’s retreat, 
In thé midnight robed in darkness, or the gleaming of 
the moon, 
I listen for the coming of His feet.” 


The Truth that Is Gelden 


The seven great watch-words of the Blessed Hope 
are given by Dr. Thomas in The Heart of the Les- 
son. Do we know them? Will they be spoken, be 
lived by us, when the Bridegroom really comes? 
Only supernaturally can they be lived —by yield- 
ing to the Holy Spirit, who is typified by the oil 
that must feed the wick in the lamp of our profession 
(Dr. Smellie’s first and third points). Watchfulness 
makes for holiness (1 John 2: 2, 3; Round-Table, 3). 
God is not only warning with the midnight cry, but 
he is leading his own to invest in oil as never before 
in the history of the church. When he does come, 
and the door is shut against those who will be fran- 
tically attempting to make un-oiled wicks give light, 
they will have no excuse for not having filled ves- 
sels to carry with their lamps. Statesmen in Europe 
and in our own country are trembling for fear their 
oil-supplies may soon give out, but the church’s supply 
is inexhaustible. It is being “poured out” (Acts 2: 
17) from the oil wells of Bible conferences like Kes- 
wick in England, and the Victorious Life Testimony 
in our own country, and of multiplied summer con- 
ferences everywhere; from the wells of the Bible 
schools, like the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, 
and many others; from a wonderful literature of 
devotional writers, which helps men to learn the secret 
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of the Holy Spirit’s incoming and indwelling and 
constant one and from godly ministers and Chris- 
tian workers. It is a definite command to “be filled 
with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18; Mr. Ridgway, 2). Are > 
you disobeying it? 


Teaching Peints 


A Christian is bound to carry a lamp. Just what 
the Oriental lamp was Mr. Howard tells, and gives 
an_up-to-date illustgation of a missing oil supply. 

The appeal there is to girls in this lesson Mrs. 
Askew is quick to detect in her first paragraphs, and 
a Ridgway (1) insists on taking a class of girls 
to-day. 

The appalling results of all the virgins slumbering 
is pointed out by Miss Homer-Dixon. 

“There is not a renewed man, on earth or in 
heaven, who can endow another man with his own 
surplus grace” (Dr. Smellie’s third point). 

“*And the door was shut’: when that door is once 
shut, it will never be opened. There are some who 
dote and dream about an opening of that @por, after 
death, for those who have died impenitent; but there 
is nothing in the Scriptures to warrant such an ex- 
pectation. Any ‘larger hope’ than that revealed in 
the Word of God is a delusion and a snare.”—Spur- 
geon’s “Gospel of the Kingdom” (Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, $1.50). 

There are some able Bible teachers who believe 
this difficult parable is wholly Jewish. They hold 
that the church is not in view here at all, arguing 
that the Latin and Syriac versions are correct in 
adding the words “and the bride” after “bridegroom” 
in verse 1. The virgins are therefore only Jewish 
bridesmaids in the time of the Great Tribulation. It 
is difficult, however, to conceive of any watchers, 
wise or foolish, falling asleep in that time of. un- 
precedented trouble. erhaps the parable will be 
better understood, as the end-time events of chapter 
24 have further unfolded, but whatever the real 
exegesis there certainly is in the lesson. a vitally 
important application to the church to-day. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Has your wife “got religion for the whole family”? 
What is the test of true discipleship? (Family 
Worship for Tuesday.) 


Would you leave your house in order if the Bride- 
groom came to-day? (Round-Table, 2.) 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF COMPARISON.—Train pupils - 
to make comparisons and to detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











¢ THE preserit lesson the Master is using the 
principle of comparison to make emphatic the les- 
son of watchfulness for the coming of the Lord. Of 
course it is highly important when the Great Teacher 
draws comparisons that we’ strive prayerfully not 
to overlook anything which may seem insigniiicant 
to us, but which mony very important in his thought. 
Ask the class to compare the wise and the foolish 
virgins, noting especially in how many respects they 
are alike as well as different, and also whether the 
wise may have shared in some undesirable qualities 
with the foolish, and the foolish have shared in de- 
sirable qualities with the wise. Of course the heart 
of the lesson lies in the difference between them and 
in the warning from its fatal consequences. It will 
probably stimulate your class a bit to ask each of 
them to make a written list of similarities and dif- 
ferences between the two groups, and bring it to the 
class for purposes of comparison with others. 

- It will be well to ask the class to suggest any other 
parables in any way similar to this one, and then 
it will be profitable to point out such differences as 
there may be in the point of view or the teach- 
ing of these parables as compared with the one of our 
lesson. Of course the lesson on the Marriage Feast 
will suggest itself as one similar, but with very signif- 
icant comet. Do those differences appear because 
the one sets forth a condition in this age and the 
other a condition in the next age, as some commenta- 
tors think? Again, does the parable of the Sower 
or the parable of the Tares suggest any truth sim- 
ilar to that of our present lesson? Let us not for- 
get the impression value and the review value of such 
comparisons. 


HuntTInocoon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. - 





Connection.—The conflicts in the temple closed 
with our Lord’s challenge (22: 41-45). Then fol- 
lowed a long discourse against the Scribes and Phari- 
sees (chap. 24). As Christ and his disciples left the 
temple our Lord predicted its total destruction. Four 
disciples accompanied him to the Mount of Olives, 

and asked him about the time of the destruction and 
‘the future coming. They probably regarded these two 
events as likely to happen at the same time, but Christ’s 
answer distinguishes carefully between them, for 
there are several references both to the destruction 
of Jerusalem and “the end of the age”; i. ¢., the close 
of this present dispensation, . 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 


After telling the disciples what to expect (24: 
1-44), Christ pegoueene to apply these truths by urg- 
ing upon his followers faithfulness and watchfulness, 
and the parable of the virgins is concerned with the 
latter (v. 13). The picture is decidedly Eastern. (1) 


The Bridegroom.—Here the thought is that of fel- 
lowship, expressive of love, which is the highest 
possibility in the Christ life. Christianity is devo- 
tion to a Pgson, and that devotion is at its best, full- 
est, and deepest in the friendship of love, (2) 


The Virgins.—These represent the two parts of 
the followers of Christ —the real and the formal. 
While vital reality is only known to God, yet the 
distinction between possession and profession is a 
solemn fact. (3) 


The Lamps—Perhaps these refer to outward pro- 
fession, “let your light shine.” All ten were well- 
disposed, and there was no idea of irreligion among 
the five foolish ones. It is rare to find any one with 
an entire lack of interest in the Bible and sacred 
things. (4) 

The Oil.—This seems to suggest the inward life, 
and may be regarded as a symbol of grace. Or, 
perhaps, if the reference is to torches saturated with 
oil and wrapped around the end of a pole, it would 
be «possible for these to burn without oil, and so 
suggest profession without reality, the appearance 
only. Certainly the absolute necessity of the Hol 
Spirit is clearly taught elsewhere (Rom. 8:9). (5 

The Waiting—The tarrying of the Bridegroom 
seems to indicate the present time, and as they all 
slumbered and slept, we see the danger of neglect- 
ing the Advent, as many now do. (6) 

The Call—The coming of the Bridegroom was 
both certain and unexpected, and indicates that no 
preaching can be complete which does not include a 
reference to the assured Advent of Christ. (7) 

The Result—Rewards and punishments followed, 
some going into the feast with the Bridegroom, the 
others being shut out. The Advent of Christ will 
make a , Reena Christian people to-day are all 
apparently the same, and yet there are in reality two 
classes — one ready and the other unready. In that 
day there will be two results, entrance and exglusion. 

Devotional Reading : Isaiah 55: 1-3, 6-8. (1) The 
appeal, verses 1-3; (2) the warning, verses 6-8. 

Books.—For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
is og helpful -(American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety, Philadelphia, $2.50). Other books to be used 
with each lesson are “Modern Students’ Life of 
Christ,” by Vollmer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50, net) ; “Phe Gospel of the Kingdom,” by 
C. H. Spurgeon (Revell, $1.50) ; “The Students’ His- 
torical Geography of the Holy Land,” by W. W. Smith 
(The Sunday School Times Co., $1.50) ; Davis’ Bible 
Dictionary (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $4). A 
valuable book on the parables is “A Study of the 
Parables,” by Miss Habershon (Christian Alliance 
Publishing Co., New York, $1.75), also “The Parables 
of our Saviour,” by W. M. Taylor (Geo. H. Doran 
Co., New York, $1.50, net), and the familiar book 
by Trench on the Parables (Revell, $1.50, net) ; “The 
Gospel of Matthew,” by A/C. Gaebelein (Our Hope 
Publication Office, New York, $1.75); “The End of 
the Age,” by James H. McConkey (Silver Publishing 
Co., Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, or Fred Kelker, 
Box 216, Harrisburg, Pa., free, supported by free 
will offerings). 

(The prices of books, owing to unusual publish- 
ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 


Matthew 7:24-27; 24:1-51; Ephesians 6:10-20; © 
Timothy 6:17-19. 

1. Matthew 7: 24-27. The contrast of the two men. 

2. Matthew 24:1-51. Our Lord’s discourse in an- 
swer to the disciples’ questions (v. 3). Opinions 
differ as to the exact interpretation. Chapters | 
-and 25 are to be regarded as a complete whole, an 
the following is the general outline: (1) Warnings 
(24: 4, 5); %2) predictions (24:6-44); (3) applica- 


tions (24:45 to 25:46). The notes in'the Sco- 
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field Reference Bible present one view which is well 
worthy of study. 


3. Ephesians 6:10-20. The armor provided for 
Christian watchfulness, 

4. 1 Timothy 6:17-19. Counsels, in view of the 
future, with special reference to our attitude to God 
and to eternity. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Prepared for Emer- 

encies. (1) Religion is always tested by emergency. 

he coming of the bridegroom, because unexpected, 
was a crisis. A- President of the French Repub- 
lic, M. Thiers, said that a certain address had taken 
him fifty years to prepare. (2) Religion is not trans- 
ferable. It was not possible for the five foolish vir- 
gins to obtain oil from the others, for the power of 
religion cannot be borrowed, whether we think of 
experiences, or feelings, or opinions. (3) The duty 
of decision. Emerson said that “every day is a dooms- 
and in a fine essay in a volume on “Duty- 
i and Duty-Doing” (The gy 4 School 
Times Company, 50 cts.), Dr. H. Clay Trumbull 
oints out that the true man is “always on iy 
Then there will be a spiritual reserve available for 
every emergency. This is only possible b 
direct to God for a supply of his Spirit (2 
1:10). (8) 

2. Young People and Adults: Christian Watchful- 
ness. Verse 11, following 24: 42-51, emphasizes the 
importance of alertness, (1) The call to watchful- 
ness (24:42-44). The coming of the Lord is cer- 
tain, but its actual.time is unknown. (2) The reward 
for watchfulness (vs. 45-47). There will be appre- 
ciation, condemnation, and exaltation. (3) The dan- 
gers of unwatchfulness (vs. 48-51), carelessness (v. 
48), surprise (v. 50), punishment (v. 51). 


IV. The Heart ef the Lessen 


In connection with the coming of the Lord, there 
are seven commands which we shall do well to put 
and keep together, 

1. Awake (Rom. 14: 11-14). 

2. Watch (Matt. 25: 13). 

3. Wait (1 Thess. 1:10). 

4. Expect (Phil 3:20). 

5. Pray (Rev. 22:20). 

6. Hasten (2 Peter 3:11). 

7. Love (2 Tim. 4:8). 

These are at once a test and a call. Are we show- 
ing these attitudes? If not, the way to realize them 
is to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ,” and not allow 
anything sinful to rule in our lives (Rom, 13: 14). 


V. Leading Questions 

How may we distinguish between the questions 
asked in 24:3? 

What is the spiritual truth suggested by the virgins? 

What are symbolized by the lamps and the oil? 

What is the force of the contrast between the wise 
(24:45) and the foolish (25:2)? 

What did Paul mean by “laying up in store”? (2 
Tim. 6: 19.) 

How far are these signs applicable to to-day? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Ready, Aye Ready 
‘By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 
P SHERE is no more familiar parable than this of 


the Ten Virgins. And there is none more sol- 
emn, 


First, we are bidden look at the Resemblance. 

Five were foolish —a large proportion of the ten. Yet 
these five were extraordinarily like their wiser com- 
rades. They had their lamps, and had made 
their own religious profession. They felt an undoubted 
enjoyment in the companionship of the good, and 


willingly associated themselves with them in putting , 


honor on the Bridegroom. If for a while they slum- 
bered, they simply copied their true-hearted neigh- 
bors in doing so. They cherished some unmistakable 
regard and reverence for Christ, and gave them- 
selves no little trouble in order to reveal their in- 
terest. They were even expectant of his advent; 
they believed that soon he would return; and they 
went out to meet and greet him, as he traveled from 
the wedding towards his home. 

And still, for all their likeness to their sisters and 
friends, they were profoundly, supremely, fa- 
tally foolish, 

It is the most awakening admonition. Men of 
science tell us about protective coloring in the ani- 
mal kingdom — how the insect assumes the hue and 
appearance of the twig where it has its home; how 
the Arctic fox changes its coat in the winter months 
to the whiteness of the snow lying around it; how 
the unpractised eye, and even the trained and expert 
eye, is taken in by these strange similarities and imi- 
tations. Just so it is in the spiritual kingdom. There 
may be resemblance where there is not identity. The. 
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foolish come as close to the wise as it is possible 
for them to come, without being wise themselves. 
We may deceive the very elect. e may drug our 
own consciences into a baseless security. We may 
be almost Christians, and yet not altogether; and the 
distinction between “almost” and “altogether” is the 
gulf between life and death. 


So, next, we are bidden look at the Difference. 

The difference between the wise and the foolish 
lay here, that the former took with them a sufficiency 
of oil to keep their lamps burning and bright, whereas 
the latter, careless of the future and living only in 
the moment, were content to dispense with this suffi- 
ciency. Then, when the Bridegroom was longer on 
his way than they had anticipated, they found to their 
sad confusion that their lamps were going out. 

One may give different names to this indispensable 
oil. We may say that it is religion in possession as 
contrasted with religion in profession; or that it 
is the grace of God implanted deep in heart and 
life; or that it is the Holy Spirit, bringing with him 
to the soul the chrism and unction from on High. 
The answers are virtually the same; but the last is 
best, for it includes the others. : 

We may have a great deal without the Spirit, as 
we have seen—an irreproachable name, a conspic- 
uous place among saintly men and women, a quiver 
of the emotions at the remembrance of Christ, and 
a quickening of the pulse as we forecast the won- 
der of his return. But the inexorable truth re- 
mains that we miss everything until the Spirit is ours. 
He alone terminates our death in sin. He alone shows 
us One who is our own Saviour and Lord. He 
alone leads us from illumination to illumination, 
from holiness to holiness, from power to power, and 
from joy to joy. Apart from him there is no livin 
flame — there are merely regularity and order, cold- 
ness and death. 

By the touchstone of this infinite difference let 
us test ourselves, while yet the Lord tarries, and it 
is the long day of his mercy and our opportunity. 


Lastly, we are bidden look at the Result. 

At midnight there is a cry, Lo, the Bridegroom! 
When men think least of it, and their hearts are 
drowsy, Christ will rend his heavens and come. 

The “five whose lamps are flickering out address 
a desperate appeal to their happier friends, Give us 
of your oil. ut that is more than any Christian 
can do. There is not a renewed man, on earth or 
in heaven, who can endow another man with his 
own surplus grace. The saintliest of the saints 
before the Throne has, indeed, no surplus grace, and 
no more of the Spirit’s presence and light and fruit 
than he requires for his personal needs —these needs 
being inexhaustible and endless. 

The infinite pity is that some see no essential 
necessity for the Bridegroom, even when their one 
hope resides in him. By their shallowness and out- 
wardness and unbelief they have fixed unalterably 
their character, Certainly they want to escape the 
environing dark, and long to enjoy the festivities of 
the marriage. But they have not a hunger and 
thirst for Christ himself. It is the tremendous les- 
son which the parable writes for us, as if with a 
pen dipped in tears and blood. 

So human consciences and hearts close themselves 
before ever the gate of the divine banqueting-hall 
is closed. Ye will not —that, and not some arbitrary 
decree of the Lord, is what shuts any one outside the 
felicity and the heaven which Christ holds in re- 
serve for his Own. And when these things are so, the 
Saviour’s imperative comes to you and me with irre~ 
sistible force, Watch, therefore! 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


ANY of us believe that the return of Christ is 

at hand, and that the midnight cry is vibrating 
through the darkness. “The Bridegroom cemeth!” 
But how have we spent the intervening time? The 
church has been sleeping or at least slumbering, in- 
stead of watching (Matt. 24: 42-51). We have all 
been asleep concerning our duties. Instead of spread- 
ing the Gospel we have been spreading our bread 
and butter; instead of saving souls we have been 
saving dollars. May God wake us up to the fact that 
TO-DA¥ nearly one hundred thousand heathen are dy- 
ing in hopeless horror, for we have never given them 
the Gospel! Every hour four thousand eternal souls 
are dragged out into the blackness, without having 
had a anes to hear of the Saviour. Four thou- 
sand people! Can you see them? May God give us 
such a vision of the dying millions that our trivial- 
ities of life may be burned away by the one consum- 
ing passion — God’s great passion — to save the lost! 


Nracara Fatts, Can. 
at 


oe Ways to Help Your Church” — wholesome so- 
sial. plans, new live methods, financial suggestions 
that include neither sale nor barter. It may be had 
from The. Sunday School Times Company for $1.50 
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aieaie for February 20 
Matthew a5 : 1-13 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
“Say, Girls!” —Five of them were fool- 


ish, and five were wise (v. 2). 
And they live right here in little old 
Squed They are in the daily move- 


ment of the life of the town as it pulses 
up and down Main Street, and up and 
down Back Street. There is an every- 
day saying, “Who is the wise guy?” 
But no nice man will call a girl a guy, 
even though the girl sometimes forces 
us to think so. ho is the wise virgin, 
and who is the foolish? Now, don’t you 
know every girl carries a cute little lamp. 
d when it :. all polished and rubbed 
up in bright eyes, rosy cheeks, laughin, 
lips, and frésh frocks—oh, say! An 
that lovely little Jamp is our lassie’s 
girlhood. The wise one will never do 
anything to tarnish or cheapen that lamp. 
No one ever sees a high grade dog 
chasing around over town with an op- 
rtunity for every fom, Dick, and 
arry to cry, “Doggie, doggie, nice 
little doggie,” and to pat its head! The 
wise virgin has her girlhood reserve. 
As well as what you see burning and 
shining and cheering in the lamp. hat 
I am trying to tell you girls is this * If you 
want to please the boys — and I wouldn’t 
want you for a daughter if you didn’t 
like the boys, the right kind of boys — 
ou will be a religious girl. Full of the 
oly Spirit. The wise boy who is go- 
ing to make good wants a bride some- 
thing like what he is convinced his 
mother is. Say, girls, if you get me in 
this paragraph, you will have learned a 
lot to-day (Prov. 31: 18, 23, 28-31). (1) 


Getting Married.—While the bride- 
groom tarried, they all slumbered and 
slept (v. . Tarrying bridegrooms! 
“Old Maids,” I said them words onct 
when I first began to write these notes 
steen years ago. And then I escaped the 
best I could in the Notes on Open Let- 
ters, by telling about Aunt Fannie, and 
promising to be-good. But I want to 
tell all my girls,—you sixty peaches 
down at Cincinnati, who made me an 
honorary member of your class and sent 
me your pictures,—and all the other 
pussies in the Corner, there are lots 
of worse things than a bridegroom who 
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“A life of improvidence,” “Up agin it,” 
and drink and dope to drown. And so on 
with all the old familiar rescue mission 
narration. Every once in a while some 
loud-mouthed soap-box orator tries to 
show his crowd how the world is out of 
joint. When the real trouble is the world 
is out of oil. If every fellow in that 
bunch of discontents was “oiled-up” and 
ready for the Bridegroom —that is to 
say, if they were all right with Heaven, 
each would own a home, and they would 
be among the happiest and best citizens 
in the town. But now, like all fools, 
male and female, they cry through the 
night, “Give us,” and even when they get 
‘ sry “Give us” again (Prov. 14:9). 

2 _ 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Heward 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
forgive our wandering minds, our unstable 
ways, our attention to voices that call us 
away from thyself. We pray that thou wilt 
keep us in abiding readiness for any call 
of thine, and may we not be heedless 
indifferent, or sure of ourselves, but trust- 
fully doing thy will in whatever ways may 
be made plain to us by thy loving guidance. 
Guard us, we pray thee, from the low-burn- 
ing and empty lamps of unreadiness in our 
own lives. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Did you ever see 
an Oriental lamp, a lamp such as is car- 
ried by those at a wedding? It is a 
little low vase of pottery, often with 
a brown glaze upon it, and with two 
openings,—~one into which oil can be 

oured, in the center of the top of the 

mp, and another toward the rim, into 
which a soft wick is thrust down into 
the oil. Sometimes the lamps have 
three tubes standing out from around 
the rim, and of the same material as 
the lamp. Into these tubes, which are 
three or four inches long, the wick. is 
thrust until it reaches the oil in the 
bottom of the lamp. 

It isn’t hard to tell when there is no 
oil in the lamp if you will look care- 
fully. You may be deceived, however, 
if you do not look, for the wick holds 
a good deal of oil, and you might light 
the wick and find that it would burn 


tarries. It doesn’t hurt to wait a little. | quite brightly, but suddenly discover that 
the 


All of us can go around town and with 
a real pain in our hearts think of the 
old saw, “Married in haste, repent at 
leisure.” Does it ever occur to one of 
the Master’s handmaidens that he would 
be an awful nice One to consult a little 
bit in that most stupendous thing in the 
life of a girl, the bringing of the bride- 
groom? To tarry does not mean never 
to come. Some of the happiest wed- 
dings in Coatesville have had spinster 
brides for the homemakers. “Home- 
makers,” do you get it? Yes, bride- 
grooms and things may tarry, but they 
are on the way. The most confirmed 
old bachelor girl can be sure of her 
bridegroom if she wills it so. 
tacles tarried, but they came. So did 
gold teeth and bald head and stairs 
one step at a time, but they all came, 
didn’t they? And we have slumbered 
and slept. No insomnia over it. No 
worry about it. We spinsters kept right 
on with our spinning, love and peace 
keeping us happy as we await the tarry- 
ing bridegroom (Luke 21:19; Heb. 10: 
36). : 


The Night Cry.—The foolish said... 
Give us of your oil (v. 8). I was in 
Chicago last night and, following the 
custom of most traveling men, I went 
to a “show.” My show was at the Pacific 
Garden, oldest continuous performance 
in town. Forty-two years without a 
change of bill. It was here that Har 
Monroe picked up that wiry baseball 
player, Billy Sunday. When in Chicago 
drop in. Costs nothing to get in. But 
ee may go out lighter. Lots of folks 

ave lost their sins there. It is right 
back of the Union League Club, and a 
safe neighborhood. I was there last 
night for a couple of hours, praising God 
in my heart as I listened to the mur- 
derers, thieves, plug-uglies, drunkards, 
telling of their “fool days” and their 
“wise days.” If I wanted to put the de- 
scription of their fool days in two words, 
those words would be “Give us,” “The 
world owes me a living, so I steal it,” 


Spec- | 








the oil in lamp has been used up 





and the flame dwindles. 
good reason at all why one may not be 
sure about that oil. e€ you ever been 
caught five miles from home by,a slow 
stopping of the engine of your car, and 
then after fussing with it for an hour 
discover that — well, you know how it 
is, some one forgot to fill the tank. 
The some one did not need to forget. 
It was what we call just carelessness. 
And just carelessness makes a fearful 
lot of trouble in the world. If you are 
just careless about your relation to God, 
and your watchfulness concerning fe 
ever the Lord Jesus may wish fo do 
with you or for you, and perhaps: not 
watching at all for his-coming again to 
this earth, what a loose and ragged life 
yours is bound to be, with so many “I 
didn’t thinks” in it, and “Oh, I just for- 
ot.” What is the Golden Text? Yes, 
et us pray that we may indeed watch. 


WATCH 


“FOR YE KNOW NOT’”’— 


There is no 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“QO Master, let me walk with Thee.” 
“All the way my Saviour leads me.” 
“Christ returneth.” 

“Trust and obey.” 

“I walk with the King.” 

“Glad day.” 

“Let the lower lights be burning.” 

“Face to face.” 

(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm set te music, including 
also some ether parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Sengs -No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publicatien, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 73 : 23-28 (159 : 1-3). 
Psalm 107 :1-9 (219 : 1-3). 
Psalm 16 : 1-8 (25 : 1-4). 
Psalm 4:1-8 (8: 1-4). 
Psalm 5:1-12 (10:1, 2). 


For daily use in every Christian home 
— the “Once a Year” Bible reading plan 
25 cents each; $2.50 a dozen) and the 
Bible Success Band memorizing plan (25 
cents each; $2.50 a dozen). Both book- 
lets may be obtained from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 














Zw, tow marvelously illumined the Bible 
<6 becomes in the hght of “— lamp!//]f 
xe: 
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The Illustration Round<Table 


LLUSTRATIONS’ must reach The Sunday 

Scaool Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered: for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the bestyone each week. 


Illustra‘ on other verses 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a tter ce of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short trations, of 75 to 150 words 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 


ahead of ger ones ly ge 


The Missed Autograph.—T7he foolish 
when they took their lamps, took no oil 
with them (v. 3). A striking illustra- 
tion of unpreparedness and consequent 
loss was furnished in an incident which 
occurred at the Lyric meeting when Col- 
onel Roosevelt was leaving the platform. 
A young man met him with book and 
fountain-pen and asked for the Colonel’s 
autograph. Mr. Roosevelt begged to be 
excused, and pushed on to the cloak- 
room. As he got into his greatcoat there 
stood the young man again with book 
and pen, begging the Colonel’s ‘signa- 
ture. Taking both, the ex-President 
started to write his name, The pen would 
not work, and dropping it, Mr. Roose- 
velt in characteristic style exclaimed, 
“Shucks! You have no ink in your 
pen !”—From the Sunday School Chron- 
‘ay Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


Keeping It Lighted.—Then al) those 
virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps 
(v. 7). On the rocky coast of Maine 
stands a lighthouse, built some distance 
from the land on a small rock. The 
lighthouse-keeper and his wife lived 
alone, visited every two months by a 
relief boat. On one occasion in the mid- 
dle of winter they saw a small bark in 
distress obviously battling to find an en- 
trance into the narrow mouth of the 
harbor, and the husband conceived it 
his duty to launch his boat to help 
them, to give them the guidance and 
bearings they needed. Ere he reached 
the bark his wife saw his boat swamp 
and her: husband go down. There she 
was alone, alone amid that howling 
waste of wintry water. What did she 
do? She went and kept the lamp trim- 
med. At night she lighted the lamp, 
realizing that her private sorrow must 
not be allowed to extinguish the light 
which guided mariners from destruc- 
tion into safety. For three weeks be- 
fore the packet-boat came, she lived 
alone with her sorrow and cares, and 
she kept the light shining—From J. 
Stuart Holden, M.A., D.D. Sent 
by Geo. Goodall, Guatemala, 


“As Ready to Depart.”—They that 
were ready (v. 10). I had a friend in 
Perthshire, and used to go there and 
visit him. He was a very wealthy man, 
but yet a very godly man, a man who 
was rich in good works. The motto 
above his country house in Perthshire 
always appealed to me as an_exceed- 
ingly good one. Ht was this: “Habita ut 
migraturus,” which means “Live as ready 


to depart.” A finer motto for a house 
one could hardly imagine. And my 
friend lived as ready to depart. He was, 


compa-atively speaking, a young man 
when he died; but he walked with God, 


‘}and his death was truly a departure to 


be with Christ. On the back of all his 
letters there was a cross, and underneath 
“Nihilo nisi cruce” (“Nothing but by the 
Cross”).— From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. The 
prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration, (2) 


Always on Guard. — Watch therefore 
(Golden Text). A fine story is told of 
the sainted McCheyne. It is said that 


a friend of his on a visit to London 
was introduced to a gentleman with 
the words, “This is a friend of Mc- 
Cheyne’s.” “What,” said the gentleman, 
“did you know that remarkable man?” 
“Yes. He was an intimate friend of 
mine.” “What do you think,” he went 
on, “was the secret of McCheyne’s holi- 


ness?” And, without waiting, he an- 
swered his own question: “Don’t you 
think it was watchfulness?” “And,” 


said his friend, “the more I consider it, 
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I think he was right. Often he was 
with me at the Manse at Blairgowrie 
and he always left a beriediction hind 
him. He was always on guard.” That is 
it! Always on guard.—From the Chris- 
tian. Sent by the Rev. W. Haslam, B. D., 
Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, Eng. (3) 


Seen Through the Fire.—Ye know not 
the day nor the hour (Golden Sens). 
D. L. Moody said: “To recall the fol- 
lowing act I would give my right hand: 
On the night when the Court House of 
Chicago was sounding an alarm of fire, 
my sermon was upon ‘What shall I do 
with Jesus?’ And I said to the audi- 
ence, ‘I want you to decide this ques- 
tion by next Sunday.’ What a mistake! 
That night I eaw the glare of the flames 
and knew that Chicago was doomed. 
never saw that audience again.”—From 
the London Sunday School Times, Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 





| Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


“Of all sad words of tongue or pen, 
The saddest are these: ‘It might have 
been.’ ” 
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five were wise and went in to the marriage 
feast with the bridegroom —in spite of the 
happy side of the story, it is a sad, sad 
picture, because the -happy side is behind 
the closed doors, while the misery and the 
gnashing of teeth is in plain view. Surely 
there is more of warning than anything else 
here. Teachers, will you drive that point 
home, if nothing else? 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 
the lesson of 6, “Jesus Among 
Friends” (Matt. 26: 1-13), will be 

found useful. 


The suggestiens are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentiens works from various pub- 
lishers, and will he found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 


I. For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
is very helpful (American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society, Philadelphia, $2.50); also “The 
Gospel of the Kingdom,” by Spurgeon (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50). Other 
books to be used with each lesson are “Mod- 
ern Student’s Life of Christ,” by Vollmer 
(Revell, $1.50, net), and Davis’ Bible Dic- 
tionary (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
$4). 

II. A wonderful biography to introduce to 
the class in connection with the sub-topics, 
“Showing Our Love for Jesus” and “Giving 
Our Best,” is the stirring life-story of Lay- 
yah A. Barakat, as told in her own book, “A 
Message from Mount Lebanon.’? A Syrian 
girl, fleeing from her home country, and 
meetirig obstacles of all kinds, she came to 
America, and has been a continual witness 
to the power of Christ. She has lately re- 
turned from Syria, where she helped to feed 
her starving countrymen with both mate- 
rial and spiritual food. (The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, 75 cents, postpaid.) 


Suggestions for lesson of February 27 
(Omitted last week) 


In connection with this lesson, the 
twenty pithy chapters of “Duty-Knowing and 
Duty-Doing” (50 cts.), by H. Clay Trumbull, 
will be found abounding in inspiring sug- 
gestions for the young people. Mention 
should also be made of “Our Duty of Mak- 
ing the Past a Success,” which is the second 
of “Two Northfield Sermons” (20 cts.), by 
the samé author. Both books may be ob- 
tained from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

- 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
ESSON TEAcHING.—A wise person 
tries to be always ready. 
Before the Lesson—How many of 





you children have not been tardy at| 


school this year? It is a splendid habit 
to plan to be ready on time every day. 


Do you try just as hard to be at Sun- | 


day-school on time? (Emphasize its im- 
portance.) 
great deal by not being ready. 


Review and _ Introduction. — Those 
guests who were invited to a wedding 
party of a prince, and did not get ready, 
missed a good time and a fine feast. 
(Recall the story of February 6.) 

Have you ever seen a wedding pro- 
cession with bridesmaids? How pretty 
and happy they look! They wear new 
——? (dresses), and usually carry ? 
(flowers). What would a_ bridesmaid 
do if her dress were not ready on time? 


Lesson Story—Long ago, in the land 
where Jesus lived, the wedding proces- 
sion was often late at night, when the 
bridegroom and his friends went to 
bring his bride to the home where she 
was to live. Young women were some- 
times invited to join this procession. 
Instead of carrying flowers, each one 
carried a small flat lamp (show a model 
or picture). The lamp held so little oil 
that extra might be needed. So it was 
wise to carry some along. 

Jesus told a story about ten girls, 
called virgins, who were invited to join 





Jetts actually wept as they set the stage | the wedding procession which would go 


for this picture. In spite of the fact that 


forth to meet the bridegroom. Each 


People sometimes miss. a} 





girl carried her lighted lamp. Five of 
them were wise eno to take extra 
oil—the other five. wére foolish, for 
they carried only their lighted lamps, 
but no extra oil, The elicited tar- 
ried longer than was expected, so these 
ten virgins had to wait until the signal 
was given to join the procession. They 


set down their lamps while they waited 
and rested, and soon dropped asleep. 
The oil burned lower and lower, till 


some of the lamps flickered out. 

Not until midnight was the call made: 
The Bridegroom comes, go ye out to 
meet him. The five wise virgins quickl 
trimmed their lamps, and poured in fres. 
oil, so that they burned brightly. They 
were ready in time. 

The lamps of the five foolish virgins 
had gone out, so they asked the wise 
ones for oil, but they had none to spare; 
so they said, There is not enough for 
us and you, go to them that sell, and 
Ouy, seee, 

hile they went the bridegroom came. 
The five wise virgins were ready to 
join the procession, so went with him 
to the marriage. Soon the door was 
shut. Later came the five foolish vir- 
gins and called, Lord, Lord, open the 
door for us, but they were too late, and 
so they missed it all because they failed 
to be ready at the right time. 


After the Story—Children are fa- 
miliar with many kinds of lights which 
must be ready for service at a moment's 
notice — the headlight of the locomotive 
and street car, the red and green lights 
on ships and boats, the front and rear 
lights on automobiles, the signal lights 
of the light-houses, the street lights in 
cities, and the electric lights in homes, 
offices, and stores. They know some of 
the difficulties and dangers if these lights 
are not ready to shine, and how much 
depends upon having a good supply of oil 
or electricity. Choose illustrations from 
these. 

Did you ever think how many things 
mothers get ready for the family — the 
meals, the clothes, the beds?  Chil- 
dren need to learn to be ready to do 
some things which they may not like very 
well. Are you ready to go to bed or get 
up at the proper time? Are you ready to 
help mother with the dishes, or to run 
errands? Are you ready for your music 
lesson? How many are always ready for 
play? Why? Are you ready to do the 
things which would please the Lord Je- 
sus? 

In school this week you will hear sto- 
ries and see pictures of George Wash- 
ington, who is honored to-day because he 
was ready to share every hardship with 
his faithful soldiers. A good motto is 
this: Be ye also ready. 


Peoria, Itt. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The parable, with its Oriental cus- 
toms. 


_ 2. Its place and emphasis in the teach- 
ings of the King. 
3. One application to our girls’ lives. 











7E HAVE an immediately interest- 

ing approach to this lesson, for 
where is there a girl who does not en- 
joy stories of wedding customs? Of 
course these Oriental marriage customs 
are not the heart of the parable, but 
they do give us an effective point. of 
contact, and some understanding of 
them is necessary to a grasp of the les- 
son wrapped up in their imagery. “Then 
will the Kingdom of the Heavens be 
found to be like ten bridesmaids who 
took their torches and went out to meet 
the bridegroom,” is the first sentence 
of this chapter in the Weymouth Tes- 
tament, and at once we have both the 
known and the unknown by which to 
reach our girls’ interest and arouse their 
curiosity for more of the story. 

For while all girls know about brides- 
maids who ever heard of such a custom 
as their going to meet the bridegroom! 
And why carry torches? And why was 
oil needed for such torches as our girls 
know anything about? And why the 
tarrying of the bridegroom? Our wed- 
dings take place at a set hour. And how 
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buy oil at the midnight hour? All these 
and more contrasti customs (with 
ours) will be asked about, so have one 
girl well informed on the marriage cus- 
toms of that time and ready te explain 
them as necessary in class. 


2. But after such an introductory dis- 
cussion bring the girls face te face with 
the hidden m of the little story, 
the very first word of which gives us 
a key worth following up. “Then shall 
the kingdom of heaven be likened,” said 
Jesus. “When?” we answer, and 
our solution in the preceding werds of 
our Teacher, in chapter 24. Whatever 
may be your interpretation ef all its 
difficult teachings, after careful study, 
surely we all must agree that Jesus was 
speaking of future events in the King- 
dom, chief among which was his own 
return. He clearly tells of his coming, 
“on the clouds of heaven, with power and 
great glory,” and as clearly says “of 
that day and hour knoweth ne one, not 
even the angels of heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father only.”-.And again, 
“Therefore be ye also ready; fer in an 
hour that ye think not the Sen ef man 
cometh.” 

And immediately follows this injunc- 
tion, with the parable of the faithful 
servant who was ready fer the un- 
expected return of his lord, and that in 
turn, immediately (though in another 
chapter according to our English trans- 
lation), by “Then shall the kingdom of 
heaven be likened” to these wise and 
foolish virgins, half of whom were pre- 
pared and half unprepared fer the un- 
expected arrival of the delayed bride- 
groom. 

The place of this parable, then, was in 
that last prophetic discourse ef the King 
concerning the coming and final events 
of the Kingdom, especially his own sec- 
ond coming, “in his glory.” Evidently 
our King knew that part of the King- 
dom, as_man counts its members, would 
not be ready for him, and here he calls 
all its watchers to preparedness for his 
unexpected return. There is a paradox 
in this very emphasis which only makes 
it the stronger because the truer to our 
human nature. These ten virgins were 
all expecting the bridegroom, were all 
out waiting for him, were all apparently 
provided with the usual necessary lights. 

So in a sense they were all expecting, 
watching, waiting, and in a sense the 
bridegroom’s coming was not unexpected. 
But in a closer, finer sense the actual 
moment of his coming was a surprise 
to these very watchers—as such “ex- 
pected” moments so often are in life — 
and found half of them net really 
ready after all; lacking in the essen- 
tial thing for the occasion. How well 
our Lord knows our hearts! Closing, 
he’says, “Watch, for [because] ye know 
not the day nor the hour” when the 
Bridegroom shall come. 

3. In addition to all the interesting and 
valuable questions on general Bible in- 
| terpretation this lesson holds, what has 


Certainly this one application they may 
draw for their daily need: that they 
cannot get ready for any great moment 
at the last moment, for such a moment 
is always unexpected, however watched 
for. Some of them are expecting to do 


time comes.” Let them make ready be- 
fore that time comes. Some of them 
are expecting to accept and then obey 
Jesus as their King before their “time” 
comes. Warn them to get ready now 
for that hour whose arrival no man 
knows, whose sudden coming no girl 
ever expects. And remember there is 
a time when the “door shall be shut.” 


Home Study 
Read thoughtfully Matthew 24: 32-51. 
Decatur, Ga. 


Do you want the school to know some 
of the most memorable Bible texts; the 
outstanding Bible events; and many 
other things in and about the Bible that 
a Sunday-school should know? | Try 
drilling the school for three to five min- 
i utes each Sunday on Smith’s Supple- 
| mental Bible Question Course. It’s 

wonderfully interesting and stimulating. 
It may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company for 75 cents. 





it for the everyday lives of our girls? 


great things in the Kingdom “when the> 


we. 
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Lesson for February 20 
Matthew 25 : 1-13 


-Say, Fellows—_ 
Wade C. Smith’s Beys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A Deer Hunt. 

Discussion: What must a fellow do to 
be ready for the coming of the Lord? 
Suppose a fellow is at school, or playing 
a game of baseball, or firing the furnace, 
or in swimming—could he be ready? 
Must he be in church or somewhere say- 
ing his prayers? What is the quickest 
and best way to be ready and to stay 
ready? “ 

Objective: The Surrendered Life — 








serving and ready for service. 
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SA”, fellows, once in my life—and 
only once —I had a chance to shoot 
a deer. It was in the Tennessee moun- 
tains, A party of us boys traveled over. 
a rough mountain road all of two days 
before reaching the hunting grounds. 
About daylight of the third day each 
one of us was given a “stand,” that is, 
Stationed at a point where the game 
would likely pass when started by the 
hounds. The seasoned old guide cau- 
tioned us to keep still and watch. “One 
thing sartin,” said he, “deer is in thar, 
an’ when they comes out they comes this 


a-way.’ 

I * never been deer hunting be- 
fore.. I have never been since. It was 
my one opportunity, and as the party 
left me, to distribute themselves at other 
points of vantage along the “run,” I 
took up my stand under considerable 
excitement. In an hour I heard the dogs 
far in the distance. They were evidently 
running. That meant the game was run- 
ning, too,— how many and in what di- 
rection I could only guess. 

Every nerve and muscle was tense 
with expectation, The music of the 
hounds grew fainter. “Evidently cir- 
cling again,” I mused. I was getting to 
be quite a huntsman, and chuckled at 
how David Crocketty my observations 
were, 

Another. hour I waited. A_ squirrel 
came out on a limb, and with its antics 
and barking helped me pass the time. 
A while I watched it, now and then 
dropping my eyes to a level for the ex- 
pected deer. Suddenly, as I dropped my 
eyes, the most thrilling sight confronted 
them. They nearly popped out — my eyes. 
There, within fifty feet of me, stood a 
magnificent buck. ; 

I shall never forget the picture. His 
beautiful, keen limbs slightly quivering, 
his sleek sides glistening in the slant- 
ing rays of the sun as they throbbed 
in and out with his rapid panting. His 
head held high, the antlers looked like 
a picture. 

All this had happened in less than 
five seconds. I only had to veer my gun 
two inches. My hand was on the trig- 
ger, and with a perfect “bead” on his left 
shoulder — right where the old guide 
had said the night before was the spot 
to aim for. 

Snap! left barrel. 

Snap! right barrel. 

Off like the wind, Mr. Buck! 

Fellows, I have never been sicker than 


eI was at that moment, but once. My sick- 


est was in the next moment, when I un- 
breeched my gun and found there was 
no shell in either barrel! 

Foolish? 

You can call it any name you please 
and I won’t defend it. Think of me at 
the camp-fire that night, fellows. 

Foolish? Yes, I suppose that is the 
right word. It is a much stronger 
word, though, than we realize. Jesus 
used it in this parable of the ten vir- 
gins: who went out to meet the bride- 
groom. But he used it to describe a 
real tragedy, the greatest tragedy of 
life; the tragedy of being unprepared 
at his coming. 

And when is he coming, fellows? No- 
body knows. He has not even told the 
angels that secret. We don’t have to 
know it. We only have to be ready. 

And how to be ready? Simple as 
A B C, fellows. Just be busy, doing 
God’s will—or making an honest ef- 
fort to do it, and asking him to help. 
Anybody can be ready to meet him when 
he comes, if he wants to and will try. 
Just be doing your work and playing 
your play, as he would have you do it. 
But, fellows, it is a big risk to “put 
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off” getting ready. Do it now while 


you are young, with all life before you, 
saying: “Lord Jesus, here is my life. 
se it in just whatever way you choose. 


Plan it for me and help me carry out 
the plan.” That is the way to bag the 
Big Game. Some of life’s greatest op- 
portunities come but once, and then by 
surprise. The happiest and most suc- 
cessful life is the God-planned life, 
and a God-planned life never misses the 
Big Opportunity, because it is ready — 
always ready. ty th life, however 
long or short it may be; ready for death 
whenever that must be; ready for the 
Coming of the Lord himself, which may 
be any moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye. 

. Are you ready, fellows? 

CHATTANOOGA, TENN, 





[ Children at Home 





Jack Butler’s Fish 
By Hilda Richmond 


“Eyless my soul! Crying!” said the 
big man, pausing with a lunch bas- 
ket in one hand and a hammock in the 
other. “What’s the matter, Sonny?” 

“T haven’t any fish,” sebbed the small 
boy wiping away his tears with a very 
small limp handkerchief. 

“Well!” Well! Don’t cry about that! 
I’m going out on a fishing trip this 
very day, and I'll bring you one —a nice 
big one. Do you like fish very much?” 

‘It’s not,a fish that swims in the water 
that I want,” explained Jack between 
sobs. “It’s a man fish, or a boy fish, 
or a lady fish, or a little girl fish.” 

The big man wanted to laugh, but 
he did not. “I—I don’t think I ever 
saw a man fish,” he said, “or a little 
girl fish either.” 

“Oh, yes, you have, lots of times,” 
said Jack, forgetting his tears. “You 
see in our Sunday-school every time 
anybody brings in a new scholar we hang 
a pretty red or yellow or green fish on 
a line. I was sick this week, and be- 
fore I got out the other boys and girls 
had got all the fish, There goes Molly 
Bliss now with three fish, 2 d I haven't 
a single one. Oh, dear!” The tears 
began to flow again. 

“I wouldn’t cry, Sonny,” said the big 
man. “If Molly has thré® that will do 
as well as if you had one of them. 





l'll Mon.—New Needs (Acts 6 : 1-7). 


bring you a real fish when I get back, 


and that will be nicer.” 
“No, it won’t!” sobbed the little boy. 


“You could be my fish, Mr. Tucker, if | 


you would, and I’d like that lots better 
than a fish to eat.” 

“IT!” said the big man, dropping his 
basket and his hammock. “My dear 
little boy, I haven’t been in Sunday- 
school for years and years. 
man who goes fishing on Sunday has no 
business in Sunday-school.” 

“Yes, sir, that’s the kind,” said Jack. 


Why, a'! 


“Our teacher said we should especially | 


ask the ones who don’t come often. Fish- 
ing isn’t bad if you don’t do it on Sun- 
day. Jesus liked to be near the lake, 
and his friends were fishermen. 1r 
teacher said so. That’s the reason we 
hang up the fish for the new scholars. 
She said Jesus told us all to be fishers 
of men. I'd like to have you, Mr. 
Tucker. You’re as big as Molly’s three 
fish all put together. They hang up 
a big long fish for a big scholar, and I 
g’ they’d have to get out the very 
biggest one for you.” 

“lll be your fish,” said the big man 
suddenly, “but I’ll have to telephone to 
the men who are waiting for me that 
I can’t come. It’s only for once, and 
I guess I can give up a day’s fishing 
for a little chap.” 

So the fishing tackle and the lunch 
basket were carried back into the house, 
and the automobile did not run swiftly 
to the lake, but the big man and the 
little boy made their way to the Sun- 
day-school. They got there just as the 
last bell was ringing, and Jack said 
proudly to the superintendent at the 
door: “Here is my fisht I don’t believe 
he can go with me to my class cause 





our chairs are too small, but I want them 
to hang up a great, great big fish for 
Mr. Tucker.” 

“No, Sonny!” said the big man with 
a shake in his voice. “The very littlest 
fish for me.” 

Jack beamed all over as he saw his 
fish hung on the long line with many 
others, and he was not a bit disappointed 
that he had only one instead of three 
or four, as some of the other pupils had. 
“I was sick and couldn’t get a lot, but 
I caught one.” ' 

“More than one, Jack,” said the super- 
intendent, ps the bobbing head. “Mr. 
Tucker to ’ 
ing to come regularly, and going to bring 
his family with him, so you'll have more 
than one fish in the end.” 

“I’m not worthy to be the little chap’s 
fish,” said the big man penitently. “I’ve 
been careless and wicked and indiffer- 
ent, but if God will forgive me I’ll do 
better to the end of my days. Isn’t it 
odd that a chance segs. brought 
me to my senses? I’ve been asked many 
times to attend services and all that, 
but this little boy made me feel that I 
ought to go.” : 

“A little child shall lead them,” said 
the superintendent softly. “Many of the 
fish on our line have been caught by little 
boys and girls, and many more will be.” 

“I’m sorry I did not keep on in the 
leasant path that my dear mother started 
me in years ago,” said Mr. Tucker, 
“but I’m glad this little boy hooked me 
before it is too late. Jack, your fish is 
going to stick.” 

KENTON, OHIO. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 





February 27, How Can We Make Our Lives 
Useful? Eph. 6: 5-8. 


March 6. Thy Kingdom Come. III, In My 
Church. Matt. 6:7-15. (Consecration 
meeting.) 


March 13. What Is Real Religion? 
1: 19-27; John 17 : 3. 
March 20. Christian Progress in Alaska. 

Isa. 9: a-7. (Home-missionary meeting.) 


James 


Sunday, February 20 


New Work Our Committees May Do 
(Rev. 3 : 7-13) 


After Pente- 
cost the disciples chose men to 
tables.” Those who were so willing to 
do this service were wonderfully blessed 
of God, for to Stephen was given the priv- 
ilege of becoming the first martyr for the 


Lord Jesus Christ; and it was Philip who | 


was so graciously used in great revival 
meetings. The needs of those around us 
are not new, for all needs are met in the 
Lord Jesus Christ; but the great need 
of Christian Endeavorers to-day W for a 
consecration that will lead to the calling 
out of new Stephens and new Philips. 


Tues.—New Evangelism (1 Cor. 2: 1-5). Soul- 
winning is the great commission to the 
Church in this age. If you have ever tried 
to lead a soul to the Saviour you know the 
new birth has never come through any elo- 
quence of yours, but only through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Oh, how En- 
deavorers need to stay in the place of 
prayer and waiting upon God, until the 
Holy Spirit has gained full sway in their 
lives. Then, and only then, will there be 
a new evangelism in them, in their Society, 
in their church. 


Wed.—Larger Giving (2 Cor. 8:1-7). “First 
gave their own selves to their Lord.” 
When He has all of us, he will have our 
pocketbooks and our bankbooks as well, 
and show us the joy of giving. Have you 
ever gone beyond your tenth, and realized 
the joy of knowing by expérience that 
“You can’t beat God giving’’? 

Thurs.—Wider Interests (1 Thess. 1 : 1-10). 
The Thessalonian believers “turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true 
God.” They put God first in their lives, 
they lived in the biessed hope of the re- 
turn of Christ from heaven, and the result 
was that their faith and devotion stirred 
the whole Body of Christ (abroad) to 
seek the blessing which had come to them. 
Is your faith in God large enough for any 
one to notice? 

Fri.—Sunshine Work (Phil. 4: 10-20). “The 
love of Christ constraineth us,” Paul wrote 
to the Corinthian believers. 
abiding in our hearts 


d the minister that he is go-. 


“serve | 


If Christ is, 
“sunshine work’? 
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will be the natural expression of our joy 
in Him and his joy in us. 

Sat.—Helping the Weak (Rom. 15 : 1-7). “The 
reproaches of them that reproached thee 
fell on me.” Some one has said of this 
verse, “Christ suffers for our failures.” 
If we can find no unselfish service in our 
lives, should it not drive us to the feet of 
this Saviour who suffers for our failures, 
seeking his forgiveness and cleansing, and 
his empowering for lives of helpfulness? 
“All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth,” said He. Why not let him come 
in with all that power, to use us as his 
tools? 


‘“¢TQEHOLD, I have set before thee an 
open door,” Jesus said in his mes- 
sage to John at Patmos. Was he not re- 
ferring to his messages previously oo 
to believers through Matthew and Luke 
—“Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. And ye 
shall be witnesses unto me... unto the 
uttermost part of the earth’? Witness- 
ing to lost souls of the saving power 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
is the one great business of. believers 
to-day when God is calling out a Body 
for his Son. As the chairmen of vari- 
ous Christian Endeavor committees 
gather together in executive conference, 
should it not be the great aim of their 
Society ,to fulfill that great commission? 
When _soul-winning at home and 
abroad has become the passion of our 
hearts, all our committee work will 
boom and thrive. Try to lead a soul to 
Christ, and you will find yourself an 
utter and dismal failure in your attempt 
unless the Holy Spirit is filling you and 
overflowing into that other soul. Real- 
izing your own nothingness without 
Him, you will fly to the means of grace 
and growth in the knowledge of the 
Lord —communion with God and the 
reading of his Word. This will lead to 
faithful interest and assistance in the 
work of the Devotional Committee, and 
af earnest desire for united prayer in 
your Society, that you might there find 
the fellowship and help of your fellow- 
workers. Anxiety for the souls about 
you will bring a deep yearning for the 
success of missionaries at home and 
abroad giving their lives to the same 
work in which you are now engaged in 
a smaller sphere, and so make of you an 
indefatigable worker on the Missionary 
Committee and in the Tenth Legion De- 
partment, that the money may be raised 
—either for your own passage.to a mis- 
sionary field or for the support of your 
substitute over there, 

That same desire for souls will lead 
you to strangers, to invent ways of be- 
coming acquainted with others, and make 
of you a Social Committee of one, 
watching for an opportunity to speak 
to some one about his soul. 

After all, it is an old work we should 
seek to do, a program set forth two 
thousand years ago by Jesus Christ on 
the Mount of Olives, but as we strive 
to witness for him to all the world he 
will show us beyond his “open door” 
thousands of souls who are dying with- 
out him, in.our homes, our societies, 
our churches, our communities, and in 
foreign fields, and show us thousands 
of avenues for reaching men, which 
will indeed be new to our hitherto 
“holden” eyes. 

Dare we, as new committee members, 
at the beginning of this year, press with 
faith through the “open door” placed be- 
fore us by our King? 


Why should committees plan work 
ahead ?—“They aim at nothing and hit 
with accuracy,” has been sadly said of 
some Sunday-school teachers. With- 
out an aim there will be no accomplish- 
ment. What an opportunity, as a com- 
mittee, to bow at the feet of our Christ 
and aim, through his outworking, to see 
many precious souls born again; plan- 
ning, at the close of our term’s work, 
to meet and praise him for all he has 
accomplished through us! 

What tasks in the church challenge 
our committees ?—One great task in the 
| church — of seeing souls not — Sat- 
lisfied with going through a ritual, but 
'of seeing them alive and shining with 
| the love of Jesus and an earnest passion 
| for souls. 
| What new work may we do in our 
' community 7— Would it not be a splen- 
did work to visit every home (or some 

(Continued on the next page) 
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One for Each 


of the Family 














Many have found the 
beautiful Bible Suc- 
cess Band Booklets of 
such blessing that they 


want a copy each 
year for every mem- i 


ber of the family. 
The Booklet Contains 


I, Illuminated covers in full 
colors and gold, like the 
Missal Work of the Middle 
Ages, and an exquisite 
lithographed border de- 
sign on the inside pages. 


II. The list of inspiring and 
sublime Scripture pas- 
sages to be memorized 














and autograph signatures. 








ld ieee eile | has resulted in untold blessings. The 


The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Phila. Pa. 


Please send. ... 


family. @ 


BOUUR. 6.6 40h Oe e ee CCE HCO TD E® 


ADDRESS... . 


III. Messages on the value and blessing of memorizing Scripture from 
the Hon. John Wanamaker, President Don O. Shelton, Mr. Philip 
E. Howard, and Mr. William H. Ridgway, with their pictures 


- . copies of the 1921 Bible 
Success Band Booklets, one for every member of my 


in I921—one verse daily. 


The practise of daily Bible memorizing 


booklets help to form the habit. They 
may be at any time. 
Many memorize the daily verse while 
dressing in the morning. 
$2.50 a dozen, $20 a hundred, 
or 25c each, postpaid 
Order now while the matter is fresh in 


your mind. 
Just fill in this convenient coupon. 

















Oye Sunday School Gines 


Philadelphia, February 5, 1921 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 

1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
$ , separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.50 each, per. 
year. 

2 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ ° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure.to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give mame and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate: 

One copy, one year, $2, and so0 cents ad- 
ditional for postage. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct from 
Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. Downie 
can also Jly the other publications of The 
Sunday .ool Times Company. 


Eno a copies of any one issue of the 
paper <o enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
%e3i Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


| Young People’s Prayer-Meeting 
( Continued from the preceding page) 


homes) in our community, there to wit- 
ness for our Lord? Wonderful results 
have been accomplished through cottage 
prayer-meetings or “sings.” Early be- 
lievers in Jesus went from house to 
house (Acts 2:46). One home, visited 
in his name,—what might it mean in 
eternity? 
ve 


Saving Life in Armenia 


O SAVE life is blessed. The worth- 
whileness of it was emphasized by 
{our Lord one day in a conversation 
with hi®@ critics (Mark 3:4) when he 
used the very expression, “to save life.” 
At the recent meeting of the Near East 
Relief Committee in New York, on Jan- 
uary 7, Mr. Cleveland H. Dodge, the 
treasurer, reported that while receipts 
for 1920 had been $14,697,379.91, the 
total American relief operations in the 
Near East last year amounted to more 
than $30,000,000, and since the begin- 
ning of the organization $55,000,000. 
Through the present staff of 270 Ameri- 
can relief workers, aided by practically 
the same number of Americans en- 
gaged in educational work on that field, 
as Mr. Charles V. Vickrey, the General 
Secretary, recently returned from a 
visit, reports, more than one million 
persons, chiefly refugee women and chil- 
dren, received assistance in 1920 without 
which most of them would have per- 
ished. Armenians in America during 
the past year contributed more than 
$1,000,000 through the committee for 
assisting their own people, and gave half 
a million for the traveling expenses of up- 
wards of three thousand of their relatives 
who were brought to America. Never 
in the world’s history has there been 
a more magnificent effort of life saving 
than that done by the Near East Relief 
during. recent years. Gifts for this re- 
lief work should be sent to the Near 
04 Relief, 1 Madison Avenue, New 
York. 








[ A Monthly Bureau of Information for 
| the Sunday-School Worker J 





Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 


Chairman of the Home Department Committee 
of the International Sunday School Association 


Would you please give me a list of good 
books (with prices, duty, and where obtained) 
on Bible stories, suitable for parents to read 
to their chiidren? Some parents in our Home 
Department complain that it is difficult to 
interest their children, especially the smaller 
ones, in the International lessons. I have 
suggested that they try Bible story telling 
instead of these lessons. Most of them claim 
to be. poor at story telling, and have no suit- 
able books for the purpose. I would he glad 
also for any suggestions as to the best way 
of instructing the little ones.—A Canadian 
Reader. 


|= books given below have been 
neem Ey t Sunday-school con- 
ventions. They can be had at any re- 
ligious publishing house or denomina- 
tional book store in the United States or 
in Canada. Owing to the unsettled condi- 
tions in the printing business, the prices 
are subject to change. 

The duty is ten percent on books go- 
ing into Canada from the United States, 
and fifteen percent on books coming into 
the United States from Canada. 

“Truly Stories from the Surely Bible,” 
Howard, $1; “Tell Me a True Story,” by 
Foster, $1.50; “The Sunday Story Hour,” 
Cragin, $1.50; “The Sweet Story of Old,” 
Sangster, $1.25; “Finding Out God’s Secrets,” 
McKay, 50 cts.; “Children’s Story-Sermons,” 
Kerr, $1.25; “Kindergarten Bible Stories,” 
Cragin, $1.50; ‘“‘Kindergarten Stories for Sun- 
day School and Home,” Cragin, $1.50; “‘First 
Steps,” Foster, 75 cts.; “Story of the Gospel,” 
Foster, 75 cts.; “Children’s Missionary Story 
Sermons,” Kerr, $1.25; “Junior Missionary 
Stories,” Applegerth, $1; “Primary Mission- 
ary Stories,” Applegerth, $1; “The Little 
Jetts Telling Bible Stories,” Smith $1. 

While using story-telling in connec- 
tion with the International Lessons for 
little folks is helpful, I think you would 
be delighted with the Graded Sunday- 
school Lessons, and would appreciate 
their adaptability to the need of the 
child and his unfolding nature. De- 
nominational boards will be glad to fur- 
nish you with samples of -graded mate- 
rial. 

we 


Teacher-PDraining Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


We havé come to the lessons “On the 
Teacher” in our teacher-training text-book. 
As leader of the class I feel I am defi- 
cient in knowledge of pedagogy, and would 
like to have one or two books to read on the 
subject. Please name some helpful book. 
“THE Seven Laws of Teaching” is 

an excellent book that will give you 
the principles of teaching in clear and 
forceful language (Pilgrim Press, Bos- 
ton, 75 cts.). 

Dr. Trumbull’s “Teaching and Teach- 
ers” (Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, 
$1.75) continues to be one of the very 
best books on this subject, and it is in- 
tensely interesting. 





At last we have organized our training 
class. The girls have their text-books, and 
all seem to be interested, but they prefer to 
take the work without examinations. Do you 
regard the taking of examinations as im- 
portant? 

5} official examinations are vitally 

important to the securing of thor- 
ough work. If the class remembers 
that a written test is ahead of them 
they will study harder, and will master 
the lessons more thoroughly. 

The examinations are a great help to 
continued interest. If the lessons are 
well studied (as they will be if exam- 
inations are to follow) interest will be 
aroused, and will easily be maintained. 





I am the teacher of a class of girls who 
are from’ sixteen to eighteen years old. Last 
Sunday they decided unanimously that they 
would like to have me teach them a teacher- 





training course instead of the graded lesson. 
I know that I could not hold them to a diffi- 
cult course nor to one that would require 
several years of work. What would you 
suggest? 

NE of the “First Standard” text- 

books with lessons on the Bible, the 
Sunday-school, ‘ Pupil, and th 
Teacher would seem to be best for such 
a class. These First Standard courses 
are elementary, and may be completed 
ina ore or a year and a half. Several 
text-books of this grade are very pop- 
ular, and are used quite extensively. 
The text-book may be used for required 
study and examinations. The teacher 
should bring additional material from 
other sources to add to the interest and 
completeness of the work. 





We have in our Adult Class seven college 
graduates who have expressed the desire to 
form themselves into a class te study the 
Bible and pedagogy with a view to vecoming 
Sunday-school teachers. They, of course, are 
capable of taking a thorough course of study. 

HE denominational three - year 

courses offer excellent studies for 
those who desire to do very thorough 
work in teacher-training. These books 
also meet the needs of those who have 
taken a First Standard course and de- 
sire to follow that with advanced studies. 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 











Illinois.—Where can one secure literature 
that will help in the organization of an 
adult or Young People’s Bible Class?—G. W. 

NQUIRE of your State Sunday School 

Secretary, in the office of the Associ- 
ation, 1516 Mallers Building, Chicago. 





Illinois. —Should teachers be promoted with 
their classes?—I. W. K. 

HAT depends, but usually not. If 

a teacher really belongs in the Junior 
Department that teacher should remain 
in the Junior Department. It is perhaps 
all right under most conditions for a 
teacher to begin with the nine-year-olds 
or the Juniors and keep them until they 
pass on to the Intermediate Depart- 
ment, or the one into which the scholars 
go. This principle has been worked out 
in public school life and is, no doubt, cor- 
rect. There are very fine teachers in a 
given department who would be atter 
failures in some other department. 





North Carolina.—It has been suggested that 
I write you in regard to the course at 
Winona, and if you think it would be valu- 
able to me in my work with the organized 
classes in my state. At this time I am 
holding the office of general secretary to 
the Baraca-Philathea classes. We have over 
two thousand classes, with an average of 
about seventy-five thousand members, and 
are doing a wonderful work training the 
young people for service, and winning them 
to Christ.—N. B. : 

HE course at Winona will help. you, 

but I recommend that you go to 
Lake Geneva, Wis., to the Training 
School for Sunday-school Workers. 
This is intended ‘chiefly to help those 
who are engaged in or are to be en- 
gaged in organized Sunday-school work. 
The course is so thorough and goes so 
fully into details, that I think it will help 
you more than any ordinary school of 
principles and methods. Send to 1516 
Mallers Building, Chicago, for printed 
matter advertising the school for next 
summer. 





Iowa—Is it permissible for a Sunday- 
school class, studying the uniform lessons, 
to turn aside for three months or so for 
the study of some special course?—M. P. 

ES, it is altogether proper. There 

are courses covering some three 

months and some six months, prepared 

by the International Lesson Committee 

for just such cases as this. There is 
( Continued on the next page) 
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™ Lesson for February 20 


Matthew 2s : 1-13 


BETTER THAN BONDS F 
BECAUSE ALWAYS =f 
AT PAR 


For 26 years Calvert “6% 
Conpsteaten which are is- & 
or more, — 


ps 
have been worth’ their rit ond value = fa 


™ interest. A Bond you buy teday ma > 

down qomerepe, but Calvert 6 he Certificates E 

always remain at par. 2 
— You'll be inperaseed in 

ur boeklet, ‘ and 

Safety.” Write for it. 


THE CALVERT [MORTGAGE CO. 
870 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 





i. 


A “SAFE” INVESTMENT 


ASSURED 
INCOME BONDS 


ISSUED BY THE 
American Sunday-Scheol Union 
are SAFE and SATISFYING 

BECAUSE 
Seba h hon pil pet. 
They are not an experiment, a long-tried busi- 
ness proposition. 


For infermation about these Assured Income Bonds, 
write to JOHN E. STEVENSON, Treasurer 
American Sunday-Scheel Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa._ 


























You can be quickly cured, if you 





Stammering 
It_tells font 
Sr myself after yrs. B. N. 

2 Begue Bidg., 1147 N. St., Indianapolis. 


BRONZE 12 .eEts 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Beards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, frie ticker. | 
Cena FURNITURE , 
Chairs, Altars, Book Racks 






























CATA 
Either pin iustrated made with ong ual 
amount of lettering, one or two pro me 
enamel, Silver plate, 257 ea., $2.50 doz, 
Sterling silver, 5@c ea., $5.00 doz. Write 
for new catalog of high grade sterling and 
an Ts pins and rings. 

257 Bastian Bidg., Rochester, N.Y. 
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3 months en Matthew 

3 months on Secial Teach- 
ings of the Bible 

6 months en Paul 


Are You Prepared ? 


Plan to have your class inter- 
ested all year by getting the com- 
prehensive view now. It pays! 
We ‘have ready the complete list 
of International Uniform Les- 
sons, with topics, Golden Texts 
3 in full, references to memory 
verses, and additional material 
for the various grades—just what 
you need. 


10 cents each, or $1 a dozen, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 





Every teacher in the school 
should have a copy 
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one three-months course on the Prophet 
Amos. This is part of a series of a 
study of Bible books. There is an- 


other three-months course on the Liquor |: 


Evil. This is for young people. An- 
other for the Senior Grade is on aims, 


motives, and methods of modern mis-} 


sions. Another for the Seniors, on sig- 
nificant ex mpernaree of Jesus. Another 
three-months course for Seniors, 

con Lights of Christian Service in For- 
eign Lands.” Then there is a three- 
months course for teachers of children, 
“Hints on Child Training.” There is in 
process also a six-months course for 
adults on “The Teachings of Jesus for 
Daily Life.” There is a proposed course 
for three months also on “Christianity 
and the World Lanes al es 
these various courses will surely be 
found some to meet most of the needs 
that arise. 





New York.—I should like to have your 
views concerning the value of monthly dis- 
tribution of bows for Sunday-school atten- 
dance, lessons, and the like. The question is 
now up for discussion in our school. I am 
personally opposed to it. It does not seem 
to me to be a proper thing to offer induce- 
ments. What I should like to know is what 
you have found to be the practise among 
those schools that have been most success- 


ful. Have they adopted any such method 


to secure attendance and faithful lesson 
; ae 


study?—S. C. 


Y JUDGMENT is ey if regular 

attendance and faithful lesson study 
cannot be secured by live, up-to-date, red- 
blooded teachers, the “monthly distri- 
or any other device 
of this kind, is of little value. You do 
not speak of the age of your scholars, 
and I assume this is meant for the whole 
school. I can imagine a husky youn 
chap, eighteen years old, walking off with 
a little ribbon bow. It would not give 
him a very exalted opinion of the Sun- 
day-school. Little children would think 
differently about it no doubt, but you 
are not expecting very much efficient les- 
son study on the part of little children. 
No, I should try to use more worthy 
means than this to secure the results 
you. are seeking. 





I would like to know if any one has ever 
worked out a plan of credit of any kind 
that will reckon up the efficiency rather 
than the mere average attendance of the 
school. To better illustrate the point: In 
a school with an Adult, Intermediate, Junior, 
Primary, and Beginners’ Department, and 
also a Cradle Roll and Home Department, 
totaling in all from three thousand to four 
thousand members, the annual report of the 
Secretary may show an average attendance 
for the year of twelve hundred to fifteen 
hundred, or forty to fifty percent of the total 
enrolment. The cold figures make it appear 
to the average observer that only about fifty 
percent or less is really on the job, @hile 
as a matter of fact the school, as a whole, 
is doing good and honest work. In some 
departments the average attendance will 
run up to seventy or eighty percent of the 
enrolment, but the average for the school 
falls much lower. Would it be possible to 
reckon the work of department by some 
se or percentage of efficiency? — 

ae 


THERE are many systems of credit 
worked out for reporting the stand- 
ing of a Sunday-school as a whole and 
by departments, but it is very, difficult 
to work ovt a plan that is applicable 
alike to all kinds of Sunday-schools and 


all sizes. Certainly recognition should 
be made of lesson study as well as at- 
tendance. I think also church attendance 


should be credited, and the offering 
should receive attention, too—not the 
amount of any individual offering, but 
the fact of the offering. 

In very large schools the percentage 
of average attendance is quite mislead- 
ing, because the Cradle Roll and Home 
Department are generally counted in the 
grand total of membership, but they do 
not figure in attendance. 

A good way to improve the percent- 
age of attendance is to pit the depart- 
ments one against the other. If one de- 
partment surpasses another in this par- 
ticular, the department that is defeated 
will have an incentive to get busy and try 
to regulate the matter. ‘It is a great deal 
better to improve the percentage of at- 
tendance to enrolment than to run up a 
large enrolment for the sake of numbers. 


“Bea- . 
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You can 


- The wonderful new Easter Pageant! 
THE wrens 


give it 


a 


1206 South Hill Street 








LYMAN R. BAYARD 


Thrill your audience with conviction and devotion by presenting 
po Pa - or, and beautiful harmony of the four Gospels, in music 


Fifteen a —_ copies (enough to produce) 35c each. 


PAGEANT PUBLISHERS 


year after year 


Smaller 


- 


Los Angeles, California 








A ie Faxaiers ts 





Combines in one service the attractive features of 


and a 


LLAR-MEREDITH CO., 225 W. 36th Street, New York 


and Song Service,’ an Grade ih, 
sarol Service. Send 25 cents fork complete copy 
and one each of our new Easter Carol no tem entitled 
**The Meaning of Baster’’ and ‘‘Radiant Morn.’’ 

MONEY BACK IF YOU WANT (T. ’ 


**Stor 








The larger the percentage of attendance 
to enrolment, the better the condition 
of organization and the greater the effi- 
ciency. 


New York.—I have heard of a Forward 
Step Day in the Sunday-school. How does 
it differ from Decision Day?—C. F. Y. 
|e lg oe Step Day accomplishes all 

that Decision Day accomplishes, and 
more. It is more comprehensive, and 
includes everybody, whether professing 
Christians or not. The preparation for 
Forward Step Day is very much the 
same as for Decision Day. There should 
be little or no public announcement of 
the day, but there should be a good deal 
of preparation previously done by the 
teachers with the scholars in the classes, 
individdally, in their homes, or in the 
teacher’s home, or elsewhere. Of course, 
the Forward Step that should be taken 
by those who are not Christians is to 
surrender their lives to Christ and en- 
list in his service. But there is a For- 
ward Step for every one to take, whether 
a professing Christian or not, and this 
is the advantage over Decision Day. 

Ordinarily Decision Day is for those 
who have not decided. Forward Step 
Day is for everybody. It may be con- 
ducted in the school as a whole, except 
the Primary Department, or it may be 
conducted in departments, or even by 
classes. In any event, it is well to have 
a talk about it from the platform, out- 
lining very simply what is desired. 
Every teacher should have a sufficient 
number of blank cards, about three by 
five inches, with pencils, and at the right 
time hand these cards and pencils to 
the scholars. Then, after properly pre- 
senting the matter, and a prayer, it is 
well to ask the scholars to write upon 
the card, with their name and address, 
the Forward Step they would like to 
take. The teacher should also sign 
a card, and all of the adults in the 
school, including the officers, thus set- 
ting an example for the scholars. 

There is always an advance step for 
everybody to take. It may be a reso- 
lution for more consistent, consecutive 
Bible study, or more regular habits of 
prayer, or more loyal attendance at 
church and Sunday-school service. On 
the other hand, it may the giving 
up of some habit which is not right or 
best, as the surrender of the cigarette, 
or giving up the use of profanity. Or, it 
may be pledging some virtue that is not 
well developed, by promising to be more 
kind and thoughtful. AH these things 
come within the scope of a Forward 
Step Day. When the day is properly 
conducted, those in charge will be sur- 
prised beyond words at the comprehen- 
siveness of the expressions that will be 
written on these cards. The results 
should not be made public. No one but 
the pastor, superintendent, and_ the 
teacher should know what anybody, 
or girl, has written. 


bx Vv 





Easter Extraordinary 


EASTER! DAY OF DAYS 1 is the title of a 
new service for Sunday schools, of rare beauty 
and worth. Sample copy mailed for four 2-cent 
stamps. 

Send us your address {aud that of others inter- 
ested) and we will mail free our new catalog of 

aster services, Cantatas, recitations and dialogs, 
solos, duets, trios, quartets for mixed voices, 
pene 8 voices, and men’s voices; also anthems 
‘or choir. 


HYMNS FOR TO-DAY, new, for the Sunday 
school and church, voicing the forward-lookin 
spirit of to-day in beautifu songs, new and old. 
Contains 15 Easter hymns and two Easter ser- 
vices. Price, $75 per 100. Returnable sample copy 
mailed for examination. Orchestrated. 

We make a specialty of religious orchestra music. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
782 Elm Street, Cincinnati, O. 


ISCRIMINAT 


New Easter Music 


The hundreds of thousands of users of our mar- 
velously popular publications will need only the 
ra as ye to send for samples of our new services 

esus I Love Thee,”’ and “ Easter Joy,” 
also My Jes Stories, Children’s Songs, Choir Canta- 
tas, Octavo Anthems, Solos, etc. 

Ask tor a free copy of Mr. ‘Lowden’ s “ The Ideal 
Sunday School Music and How It is Attained.’ 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers for Discriminators 


15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia. 




















Easter Services 


** The Resurrection.’’ Easter Echoes No. 33. 
**Hail His Name.’’ Easter Echoes No, 32. 

Send 6 cents—for rome containing one each 
of the above, also our Easter Catalogue and il- 
lustrated circular of Easter Collection Devices. 

For 25 Cents—we will mail you ro complete 

caster services. 

For 50 Cents—we will mail you 26 complete 
Faster services, contenas in all 312 pages of 
well selected Easter Carols. 


MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 249 Dock Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Fite FerREE 
HALL- MACK CO. 
MUSIC: 


Sample Services of Songs and Recitations 
to Ministers, Superintendents, and Commit- 
tees. 

Returnable 
and Anthems. 

The Garden of Joseph, new song story by 
Adam Geibel. 25 cents. ; 
Easter Helper No. 7 (not sent for examina- 

tion), 15 cents in stamps. 


HALL-MACK CO. Phi and Arch Ste., 
ADAM GEIBEL CO.}{ Philadelphia, Pa. 




















Samples of Choir Cantatas 


‘- ‘oduiies poses, or in making in- 





quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 


day School Times. 
































































YOU MUST WIN 


an overwhelming 
victory over weakness; 
nothing else will make 
your strength secure. 


Scott’s Emulsion 


is a dependable means 
of fortifying the system 
against weakness. 
A very little regu- 
larly, tends to 
confirm the body 
in strength. 
OO mw N. bi 






























Pewmnsowr 


Crepe Paper 


In fascinating de- 


signs, or plain bright : 
or subdued colors, 


Dennison's Crepe 
Paper is splendid de- 
coration for Church 
Socials, Parties, 
Sunday School Page- 
ants. At 10,000 dealers. 


Send to Donnige, 
Dept.13, _ Framinghom, Mass., for booklet “Art 


Decoration”’ which tells bundréds of uses for crepe paper. 


6) What Next ? 
The February Issue 


Moody Bible Institute Monthly 


Includes along with its usual bounty of editorials, Ex- 
position on g S. Lesson, Young People’s Topics,etc, 

1. ‘* Modern Problems in Science and Religion,’’ 
by George McCready Price, M.A.,Prof. of Geology, 
Pacific Union College. 

2. ** A Cluster of Stories, Old end New, About 
D. L. Moody.’’ Wonderfully inspiring. 

a. “‘Abraham Lincotn’s Religion,’’—A time! 


and beautifully written article on the religious life 
and convictions of this great man. 


4. ‘‘The Work of D. L. Moody,"’—An inspiration 
to every Christian. 

Send NOW—20 cents for the copy or 3 months’ trial 
subscription for §0 cents. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE MONTHLY 
150 Institute | Place Chicago, Il. 


ONE THING 


You can do for 


JESUS 


to hasten HIS RETURN to this old, sorrowing, 
suffering, sin cursed earth of Ours, to bring about 
that righteous PEACE that HE alone can con- 
summate, is to distribute prayerfully, regularly, 
and persistently, 


GOSPEL TRACTS 


that contain the meeonge of SALVATION from 
GOD'S own Holy Word. 

We firmly believe that the tracts published by 
the Maranatha Tract Band contain just such a 
message. 

Send SQ¢ today for package containing over so 
different kinds. 


The Maranatha Tract Band, 6226 Webster St. Phila., U. S. A 
LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES Wovld you love to 


have your own Na- 
TREASURES IN HEAVEN tive Trained Mis- 

sionary? and sup- 
port him for $1.20 a week ? Pray for him by Name ? 
Have his report? Would you loveto support one 
for some loved one ? for a memorial ? for the Lord 
Jesus ? Write REV. H. A. BARTON, Sec’y, Box E, 
473 Greene Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y., for free literature, 


S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR 
is only $1.00 for a whole year — LESS THAN 
Don’t missit! Marion Lawrance says: ‘There c 


is no other I like as weil.” Sample copy /ree. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. alessoa 
































Skin Troubles 


—— Soothed 


With Cuticura 


Soap, Ointment, Talcum, 2c. qyerzuhers, Samples 
free of Cuticura Laboratories, Dept. V, Malden, Mass. 


























When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Piosing be Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons, issued by the International 





The Midnight Cry 

“BEHOLD, the Bridegroom cometh!” 

A quarter of a century ago com- 
paratively few Christians were looking 
for the return of the Lord. How dif- 
ferent to-day! Probably toward no doc- 
trine of Scripture has there ever been 
such a change of attitude in so brief a 
period. Let us pray that it be not a 
mere head assent, but truly “that blessed 
hope” to the heart; remembering that 
“every man which hath this hope in 
him purifieth himself, even as he is pure” 
(1 John 3: 3). 


February 14 to 20 


Mon.—Matthew 25 : 1-13. 
The Wise and Foolish Virgins. 

“They took no oil.” Ah, here was 
their fatal mistake, and the fatal mistake 
of many a professing Christian to-day. 
Oil is the symbol of the Holy Spirit. 
Every professing Christian either has oil 
or he has not. “I know you not” — in- 
evitable sequence of “no oil”! No church 
7rd or middle ground chance 
ere, 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
wide circulation of sound evangelical 
literature bearing on the Holy Spirit, on 
God’s program for Israel, the second 
coming of Christ, world-wide evangeliz- 
ation, and related subjects. Pray for 
God’s special blessing upon such books 
as W, E, Blackstone’s “Jesus Is Com- 
ing.” 

Tues.—Matthew 7 : 15-23. 
By Their Fruits Ye Shall Know Them. 

“I never knew you.” Ah, here itis 
again. The true test of discipleship is 
not in miracle working, which may be 
professedly in the name of Christ but 
actually in the power of Satan, but in 
having the oil of the Spirit and its in- 
ward and outward fruit. (See Galatians 





5:22, 23.) 

PraYER SuGceEsTions: Pray for greater 
clearness. and definiteness in Christian 
experience. Pray for all evangelistic ef- | 
forts, especially for the American Sun- 
day School Union and kindred organiza- 
tions. Pray for all rural and city evan- 
gelism, | 


Wed.—Mark 13 : 28-37. Ready and Watching. 


“This generation” (literally, this race 
or family, referring to Israel) “shall not 
pass till all these things be done.” Is- | 
rael, God’s fig tree, is once more begin- | 
ning to bud, as evidenced in her restora- 
tion to Palestine, showing that God’s | 
end-of-the-age program is rapidly has-{ 
tening. | 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the | 
Zionist movement, and that God mey | 
overrule in and through it to the carr ef 
ing out of his program. Pray for the 
Jews in Palestine, for the American 
Church at Jerusalem, and for alt mis- 
sions to the Jews in this and other lands. 


Thurs.—Luke 12 : 22-31. 
Watch Without Being Anxious. 

Much of this chapter probably refers 
primarily to Israel’s tribulation period, | 
but has a strong secondary application | 
to the present age. No fully committed | 
child of God need ever be anxious. Trust 
and anxiety sometimes flourish side by 
side in the same family, but never in the 
same heart. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
afflicted child of God, for every baffled 
one, for the discouraged and sorely tried, 
for those mourning the loss of loved 
ones, for the distressed and those 
tempted to anxiety. “He knows, He 
loves, He cares.” 

Fri.—Luke 12 : 32-40. Watch Without Ceasing. 


Watchfulness and prayerfulness go 
hand in hand. Both are to be “without 
ceasing.” If either stops, the other stops. 
The devil opposes both. Every night in 





the year should be a “watch night,” for 





Living on the 
fat of the land 


re back a few years. Did 
you or the home folks 
have a garden? Then you 
can remember the taste of 
vegetables, fresh and tender 
—and the big fat jars of 
“garden sass” that crammed 
the closet shelves waiting for 
winter meals. Those were 
the days! 


Why not live them again— 
though you have buta2x4 
garden spot? You can. It 
takes only a few pure-bred 
seeds, a few minutes pleas- 
ant work each day. | 


“Pure-bred Seeds” means 
Ferry’s seeds. To-make them 











= = 
‘ 


pure-bred, generations of 
parent plants are carefully 
selected and reproduced. 
Their progeny are tested for 
ability to grow and produce 


as their parents did. When | 


the seeds have the charac- 
teristics of. their ideal par-’ 
ents, they are packaged as 
Ferry’s pure-bred Seeds. It 
is a waste of time to plant 
any but pure-bred seeds. 
Anywhere, you can buy 
Ferry’s pure-bred Seeds “at 
the store around the corner.” 
Price 10c per paper. 


To start right, send for Ferry’s 
Seed Annual (free). It is full of 
garden facts.. Write for it now. 


D. M. FERRY & CO. 
Detroit, Mich. 

































What a great Bible 


Victorious Life Hymns 


“I do not hesitate to write you that I consider this the most useful collection 
of gospel songs and hymns suited for church meetings and conferences where there 
is spiritual life and a real desire for vital truth. The hymn-book is entirely free 
from that class of hymns which are shallow in doctriie and weak in music. If I 
am able to judge the new hymns, they are destined to live in the hearts of God's 
people as much as the splendid old hymns contained in this book have lived.” li 


60c a copy, or $55 a hundred, postpaid 


teacher says about 


—Lewis Sperry Chafer. 
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every night is a work night with Satan. 
The antidote to Satan’s “night and day 
working unceasingly” is the Christian’s 
“night and day praying exceedingly.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Church may be on its guard against every 
open and hidden foe: indifference, luke- 
warmness, unbehef, worldly compromises, 
doctrinal heresies, apostasy, Spiritualism, 
Russellism, Christian Science, Mormon- 
ism, Romanism, New Thought, and Mod- 
ernism of every kind. 


Sat.—Luke 12 : 41-48. 
Faithful while Watching. 
Folded hatids (except in prayer) and 
faithfulness do not belong together. And 
yet there may much faithful toil 
with little fruit; but there cannot be 
Spirit-filled watchfulness and prayerful- 
ness without fruitfulness in abundance. 


Praver Succestions: Pray for each 
department of your church and Sunday- 





school, for each officer and teacher, for 
those who are growing negligent, for the 
indifferent and backslidden. Pray for 
the mid-week prayer service. 


Sun.—Isaiah 55:1-9. Seek Ye the Lord. 


The week’s readings end appropriately. 
The evangelistic appeai is a fitting cul- 
mination of the blessed hope. If the 
hope is genuine, there is both self-puri- 
fication and world-evangelization (Acts 
123-11; 1 John 3:3). Why is it that 
almost every great evangelist is first a 
pre-millennialist? Is it not because the 
evangelistic appeal, in order to be effec- 
tive, must take the Bible, the whole Bible, 
and nothing but the Bible? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all.this 
year’s Fundamental, Prophetic, and Bible 
Conferences. Pray for every Bible train- 
ing school. Pray that all dectrinal teach- 
ing be accompanied by much prayer. 
“Prayer waters the seed sown.” 





